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RESTOMODIFICATIONS 

^ This issue marks the 1 -year anniversary of me sitting in the big chair, minus the 
January issue when Nick Licata stepped in, and there have been quite a few 
changes within these pages over that time, i iike to think we stepped it up a 
bit on the photography for the car features and cleaned up the overall look of 
the book. We also turned up the tech to a Spinal Tap inspired 1 1 . We don’t do news often 
because, well. It’s hard to be current when the news you print won’t have eyeballs on it for 
two months. As an example, it’s February and I’m just finishing up the July issue. We also 
ditched letters since I felt it was fairly self-serving. That doesn’t mean I don’t read every 
email and letter though, so please keep them coming. The upside of ditching a column 
or two is that there are more pages available for the stuff I know you like. In a way, we’ve 
done to this magazine what many do to their cars. A little modernization without losing what 
made it cool in the first place. 

I’ve also tried to maintain a balance between the classic and the modern. Going by the 
Readers’ Rides submissions, many of you drive newer Corvettes but the classic stuff still 
seems very popular so we strive to have a little of both. We cover the rich history of the 
Corvette while staying plugged into what’s on the horizon. Going by the letters most of you 
seem pretty happy with the mix. If you’re not thrilled, or have some suggestions, then drop 
me a note. 

In this issue we have two classic Corvettes that have been infused with modern per- 
formance. In one case it’s a ’71 that received a brand-new LT1 (an unfortunate name that 
always makes me think of an Opti-Spark) and the other is a ’66 that was the lucky recip- 
ient of an LT5. Both of these cars prove that you can have your cake and dine on it as 
well. Early Vettes are great, but the reality is they look sportier than they actually are. I’m of 
the opinion that melding modern driveability with classic style is a huge win/win. Does that 
mean I don’t like a nicely restored classic? Hell no. I would love to have one in my stable (if 
I had a stable), but for the non-rare cars I think going the restomod route gives you a ride 
with timeless looks and modern driveability. 

The GM-built ’71 mentioned previously has nearly 500 hp under the hood and it gets 
well over 20 mpg on the highway. That’s a pretty nice combination if you’re looking for lots 
of seat time. And the upgrading isn’t just about drivetrain components like EFI engines and 
overdrive transmissions. It goes to all the other systems that can make a Corvette more fun 
to drive, from stuffing an IFS under the nose of a Cl to adding better brakes. It all makes 
for a Corvette that’s more fun to drive, and if you’re not driving your Vette then you’re just 
cheating yourself, vehe 



IVE ALSO TRIED TO 
MAINTAIN A BALANOE 
BETWEEN THE 
OLASSIO AND THE 
MODERN GOING BY 
THE READERS’ RIDES 
SUBMISSIONS, MANY 
OE YOU DRIVE NEWER 
OORVETTES BUT THE 
OLASSIO STUEE STILL 
SEEMS VERY POPULAR, 
SO WE STRIVE TO HAVE 
A LITTLE OE BOTH 
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Lingenfelter pulled a 36-HP GAIN AT THE REAR WHEELS 
over the competition as tested on an LPE L28 Camaro 

Optimized runner design created from advanced 
Computational Fluid Dynamic modeling 

Large 103mm throttle bore accepts OEM and 
performance throttle bodies 

Lightweight and resists underhood temperatures 

Uniform air distribution to each cylinder 

Two piece design allows for advanced porting 





Gains of 3G HP 


over other aftermarket intakes! 


Still need more power? The AirForce has molded 
bosses for nitrous injectors 

Patent Pending. 


Go to Airforce.com 

for dyno results and more 



TECH LINE: 915-855-7123 
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CHASSIS DYNAMOMETER TEST: LPE L23 CAMARO 
MSO VS AFTERMARKET INTAKE MANIFOLD 
6Q9 HP & 512 LBS-FT VS 573 HP & 496 LBS-FT 
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Mechanized Overprotective Mother 
Hood Ornament 

Quickly cleans and enhances, 
while adding depth and clarity. 
Whether you're at home or on the 
go, it's easy to give your ride that 
striking showroom shine. 
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At Mothers,® we're always thinking of ways to make the world 
a better place for cars. And while some ideas may never make 
it onto the shelves, rest assured, we'll never stop innovating. 
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^k ^ Ah, to be a big shot magazine editor in the early ’60s. In November 1961 , Hot Rod 

magazine’s Ray Brock was able to borrow the hottest Corvette off the lot at Harry Mann 
Chevrolet In Los Angeles to put it through its paces for a story. It had less than 500 miles 
on the clock when he drove away, headed for winding roads In the foothills above L.A. and a few 
tire-hazing runs at Lion’s dragstrip in Long Beach. 

Brock called his story “Big Vette” because of the significant changes underhood for the ’62 
model year. The venerable 283 had been bored and stroked to 327 inches, and Brock’s car had 
the range-topping fuelie, making 360 hp and 352 Ib-ft of torque thanks to the fuel injection, high- 
compression heads, forged pistons, and a hot cam. The engine was joined to the optional four- 
speed manual transmission and Positraction rearend with 4.10 gears. 

“The extra 44 cubic inches for the Covette came about because of an economy move by the 
larger Chevrolet passenger cars,” he explained. In 1961 , three V-8s were available for Chevy cars: 
the 283, 348, and 409. The 348 was intended to be a more powerful option than the base 283 
“but one that would still be docile enough for an automatic transmission.” Yet the 348 “never was 
the ‘natural’ that the smaller 283 had been when it came to performance in relation to size, and it 
cost quite a bit more to make than the 283.” Chevy powertrain engineers experimented with the 
283 block, enlarging the bore by 1/8 inch and lengthening the stroke by 1/4 inch. The resulting 
327ci engine “had more power than the standard 348 engine, was cheaper to build, was lighter 
in weight, and with smaller displacement produced better mileage than the 348.” 

“The first thing we noticed when driving the ’62 360 hp Covette was the increased low 
speed torque that accompanied the increased displacement,” Brock said. The jump up in peak 
torque from the previous year’s fuel-injected 283 was substantial— 20 percent, he noted— and “it 
reaches its maximum at 700 rpm lower engine speed.” 

Yet any hopes for blazing e.t.’s at the strip were dashed by the lack of traction from the Vette’s 
bias-ply tires. In as-delivered tune and with tires set at 24 psi. Brock’s first pass was 14.22 
seconds at 102.97 mph. “A half dozen runs later, we had only managed to raise the speed to 

103.98 mph and lower the e.t. to 14.12.” 

As it turned out, Mickey Thompson was at the 
strip that day testing a dragster, and Brock asked 
him to try the Vette. “After a trial run, he turned 
in a speed of 105.14 mph in 13.89 seconds. 

The difference between our times and Mickey’s 
was his shifting speed. Mickey used full throt- 
tle ‘power shifts’ while we released the throttle 
slightly between shifts. Power shifts give 
better results, but unless you are experienced, 
you’d better stay away from them. Mickey 
confessed that he had scattered a few trans- 
missions before getting the knack. We were 
reluctant to try.” vette 
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AS IT TURNED OUi; MICKEY 
THOMPSON WAS AT THE STRIP 
THAT DAY TESTING A DRAGSTER, AND 
BROCK ASKED HIM TO TRY THE VETTE. 
AFTER A TRIAL RUN, HE TURNED IN 
A SPEED OF 105.14 MPH IN TS.SO 
SECONDS. THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
OUR TIMES AND MICKEY’S WAS 
HIS SHIFTING SPEED. 
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PERFORMANCE ENHANCER 

Edelbrock has just expanded their LS intake manifoid iine 
"^Hto include this new Performer RPM LS3 intake for L92, 
L76, and LS3 engines. The Performer RPM LS3 is ideal for 
anybody looking to build a carbureted LS2 or LS3 engine in 
the 1 ,500-6,500 rpm operating range. It features a high-rise 
dual-plane design combined with a plenum that has been opti- 
mized for square-bore carburetors, offering maximum power 
and a broad torque curve. Edelbrock’s advanced casting tech- 
niques allowed for a lightweight casting that weighs 1 4 pounds. 

The Performer RPM LS3 includes a provision for mounting an MSD 
Ignition Timing Control Module, along with passages for routing the coil 
wire harness for a clean look. It also ships with a throttle and trans bracket 
that works with 700-R4, 200-4R, and Turbo 350 transmissions. The intake 
manifold flange has been machined for use with GM LS3, L92, and L76 style indi- 
vidual port 0-ring gaskets. For more information visit edelbrock.com. 


FREE FLOW 



^kThe ’14 C7 Corvette is all about performance and handling, 
but car enthusiasts are always looking for a little extra. 
AirAid now offers a drop-in replacement filter for the new Cor- 
vette that increases airflow without sacrificing filtration. 

The AirAid drop-in replacement filter targets the most restric- 
tive portion of the factory intake system: the air filter. The filter is 
constructed with a hand-poured polyurethane casing rather than 
rubber or Plastisol, so the filter is guaranteed not to shrink, wrin- 
kle, or warp, and it will retain its snug fit in the factory intake box 
for the life of the vehicle. AirAid offers this filter with either tra- 
ditional oiled filter media or SynthaMax dry media. Both offer 
excellent filtration compared to the stock paper element while 
increasing airflow at the same time, and both are 
washable and reusable. Further- 
more, the SynthaMax filters 
are available in red, blue, 
or black. Find out more 
at airaid.com or call 
800 . 498 . 6951 . 



HEAD OAMES 

I Trick Flow doesn’t 
" mess around when it 
comes to the GM LS engine. Its 
GenX 260 cylinder head series is 
the latest salvo in the war for LS7 
dominance. The heads use high-flow, 
high-velocity CNC competition-ported 
runners to deliver all-out flow and perfor- 
mance across the entire powerband. 

Trick Flow GenX 260 cylinder heads are cast 
from A356-T6 aluminum and are beefed-up with extra material 
to make them rigid and strong. Factory ports, valve angles, and 
locations have been preserved to ensure compatibility with stock 
valves and pistons. There’s also plenty of clearance for 3/8-inch 
pushrods and through-deck coolant holes, which means they’re 
compatible with all GM LS gasket and block combinations. The 
heads feature one-piece billet aluminum rocker arm mounts to 
stabilize the valvetrain, yet they’re removable if builders opt for 
shaft rocker setups. 

Engine builders can choose from fully assembled heads (with 
PAG Racing Pacaloy valvesprings, retainers, locks, and valves) or 
bare head castings. Check them out at summitracing.com or 
call 800 . 230.3030 for more info. 
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!t isn't about whom you've known the longest... 
It's about who will be there when it counts. 

Enjoy worry-free protection from 
your friends at Heacock Classic. 
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MORE FROM YOUR LS9 

INSTALLING THE LS9 BLOWER UPGRADE KIT ON '09-15 
CORVEUES (FOR AN OVER 40-HORSEPOWER BOOST) 













m 


Q •Hello James. I met you at the Bar- 
•rett-Jackson auction in Scottsdale 
this year and it was terrific to get to spend 
some time with you at the auction. While 
we were there we talked about my ’11 
LS9 Corvette ZR1 that I bought about two 
years ago. You asked me to send you an 
email about our conversation so I could 
help some other Corvette owners not 
make the same mistake I did. 

I have owned several Corvettes over 
the years but the ZR1 completely changed 
my perception of what a true performance 
vehicle should be. This Corvette redefines 
what fast is, truly one of the elite super- 
cars of modern times. The performance is 
simply breathtaking. 

About six months after purchasing the 
car I began to ask the question all gear- 
heads ask. Although the acceleration 
of the ZR1 is exhilarating, and, yes, 638 
horsepower and 604 Ib-ft of torque should 
be enough to please anyone, I wondered 
what 700 horsepower would feel like? 


So to answer that question of the need 
for speed I purchased a supercharger pul- 
ley upgrade kit and installed it myself. 
Well, I managed to destroy more than you 
can imagine using a hammer to tap the 
pulley on. So I am hoping you will print 
this article so no one else will make the 
same mistake that I did. 

I am positive that most ZR1 owners, 
with time, would still inevitably wonder 
What if it just had a little more power? My 
name is Broke Ernie ... thanks to the need 
for speed. 



A •Ernie, we all understand the need to 
•push beyond the regular factory pro- 
duction boundaries no matter what vehicle we 
are driving. It’s what most all gearheads ulti- 
mately end up doing. 

However, I have noticed a trend with today’s 
modern cars. Some gearheads wait till the 
factory warranty has ended before they make 
any major modifications. Some of those guys 
count down the last days of warranty until they 
can plunge into their cars and make perfor- 
mance modifications. 

While in Scottsdale I spoke with Ken Lin- 
genfelter about your problem and to my sur- 
prise there are quite a few customers that are 
not installing the supercharger pulley correctly, 
causing a few different problems. The first 
problem is damage to the pulley when a ham- 
mer is used and the second problem is a spun 
bearing from the shaft not being supported 
when the pulley was pressed on. 

Ernie, the Lingenfelter supercharger pulley 
upgrade kit that you installed was part number 
L25093091 S at a cost of roughly $430. This 
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TECHNICALLY SPEAKING 





kit is designed to enhance the ’09-’13 LS9 
Corvette ZR1 supercharged engine. This Lin- 
genfelter pulley upgrade kit produces horse- 
power and torque Improvements over the fac- 
tory 638 brake horsepower (BMP) and 604 
Ib-ft of torque to numbers approaching 680 
BMP and 660 Ib-ft of torque. The pulley kit will 
overdrive the supercharger 1 9 percent to raise 
boost on a stock engine by 3-4 psi. 

Here is some general information and notes 
when installing the Lingenfelter supercharger 
pulley upgrade kit. 

1 . The 2.6-inch pulley with the stock damper 
results in a 1 9 percent increase in supercharger 
speed. A 6,500-rpm engine speed results in a 
roughly 18,300-rpm supercharger speed. 

2 . The 2.6-inch pulley combined with a 

1 4 percent overdrive damper will result in a 
36 percent increase in supercharger speed, 

21 ,000 rpm at a 6,500-rpm engine speed. 
Based on Lingenfelter testing, they do not 
recommend exceeding 23,000 rpm on the LS9 
supercharger. 

3 . The production GM LS9 fuel injectors 
and production fuel pump are able to supply 
the correct amount of fuel when the 2.6-inch 
pulley is used. So no changes to the injectors 
or the fuel system are needed if you are only 
installing the supercharger pulley kit. If you 
are using this pulley kit in combination with an 
overdrive damper and/or other engine modifi- 
cations you may need larger injectors. 

4 . The production ’09-’10 ZR1 spark plugs 
are well suited for a stock or highly modi- 
fied LS9. A spark plugs gap of 0.040-inch is 
recommended. 

5 . A 1 60-degree thermostat is recom- 
mended but not required for this installation. 


6 . You will need to separately purchase 
the correct pulley removal tool and shaft 
support tool as these do not come with the 
supercharger pulley kit. Lingenfelter sells a pul- 
ley removal and install kit under part number 
L950066509. 

7 . This installation will require the Electronic 
Control Module (ECM) to be programmed to 
adjust the ECM over-boost limits. You can 
purchase vehicle programming hardware and 
software from Lingenfelter or you can have a 
local tuning shop calibrate your vehicle. 

INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS 
AND HELPFUL HINTS 
FOR INSTALLING 
THE LINGENFELTER 
SUPERCHARGER PULLEY 
UPGRADE KIT. 

First, you must remove the supercharger 
front cover from the supercharger assembly 
to change the pulley. This is no easy task. The 
supercharger front cover must be removed 
because the shaft must be supported when 
pressing the new pulley on. If the shaft is not 
supported it will cause the shaft to move in 
the cover housing, causing damage to the 
supercharger. 

1 . Once the supercharger front cover has 
been removed, secure the front cover in a 
vise, being careful not to damage the alumi- 
num casting. 

2 . Remove the cap covering the bolt on the 
pulley face by using a small flathead screw- 
driver and prying the cap up and off. 

3 . We used the Lingenfelter pulley removal 
and install tool to pull the pulley off of the 
shaft. 



Place the pulley removal tool over the back 
of the supercharger pulley and hand tighten 
the bolt so that the bolt is pressing against the 
center of the shaft. 

Note: Make sure you are pulling on the 
pulley “against the shaft” and not “against the 
casting” or you will move the shaft in relation 
to the shaft support bearings. 

Make sure the threads on the pulley removal 
tool bolt have antiseize on them. Failure to do 
so may cause the bolt to overheat and seize in 
the tool, potentially destroying the tool. 

Use a ratchet or an impact gun and a 
24mm socket to tighten the bolt on the tool 
until the pulley is free of the shaft. 

4 . If you are using a 2.55-inch or smaller 
pulley, you will need to partially remove the 
fixturing tabs on the casting of the front 
cover. You can use a milling machine or if 
one is not available you can use a bandsaw 
or cutoff wheel to remove this tab from the 
air inlet. 
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Analog and digital display 


Stop watch function 



Suggested 
Retail $395 

^OW, on your 

^rist for $29^ 
Ror a limited 
Time Only 

' / h t- 



Amazing New Hybrid Runs Without Gas 


The new face of time? Stauer's Compendium Hybrid fuses form and functionality for UNDER $30! Read on... 


I nnovation is the path to the future. 

Stauer takes that seriously. That's why 
we developed the Compendium Hybrid, a 
stunningly-designed hybrid chronograph 
with over one dozen analog and digital 
functions that is more versatile than any 
watch that we have ever engineered. 

New technology usually starts out at astro- 
nomical prices and then comes down 
years later. We skipped that step to allow 
everyone the chance to experience this 
watch's brilliant fusion of technology and 
style. We originally priced the Stauer 
Compendium Hybrid at $395 based on 
the market for advanced sports watches... 
but then stopped ourselves. Since this is 
no ordinary economy, we decided to start 
at 92% off from day one. That means this 
new technological marvel can be yours for 
only $29! 

Welcome a new Digital Revolution. 

With the release of the dynamic new 
Compendium, those boxy, plastic wrist 
calculators of the past have been replaced 
by this luxurious LCD chronograph that is 
sophisticated enough for a formal evening 
out, but rugged and tough enough to feel 


at home in a cockpit, camping expedition 
or covert mission. 

The watch's extraordinary dial seamlessly 
blends an analog watch face with a stylish 
digital display. Three super-bright luminous 
hands keep time along the inner dial, while 
a trio of circular LCD windows track the 
hour, minutes and seconds. An eye-catching 
digital semi-circle animates in time with the 
second hand and shows the day of the week. 
The watch also fea- 
tures a rotating bezel, 
stopwatch and alarm 
functions and green, 
electro-luminescence 
backlight. The Com- 
pendium Hybrid se- 
cures with a mgged 
stainless steel band Compendium: The 
and is water-resistant spectacular face of the 
to 3 ATM. latest watch technology. 

Guaranteed to change the way you 
look at time. At Stauer, we believe that 
when faced with an uphill economy, 
innovation and better value will always 
provide a much-needed boost. Stauer is so 
confident of their latest hybrid timepiece 


that we offer a money-back-guarantee. If 
for any reason you aren't fully impressed 
by the performance and innovation of 
the Stauer Compendium Hybrid for $29, 
simply return the watch within 30 days 
for a full refund of the purchase price. The 
unique design of the Compendium greatly 
limits our production, so don't hesitate 
to order! Remember: progress and innova- 
tion wait for no one! 

WATCH SPECS: 

- Three LCD windows show hour, minute and second 

- Stop watch function - Fits 6 wrist 

- 2 year warranty on movement _ 

92 % 

Offer Limited to Off 

First 2500 Respondents 

Stauer Compendium Hybrid Watch — 
Now $29^ +S&P Save over $365 

Other discounts and coupons do not 
apply to this exclusive offer. 

Call now to take advantage of this limited offer. 

1 - 888 - 324-4370 

Promotional Code VHW660-06 

Please mention this code when you call. 

^ 14101 Southcross Drive W., 

Xt a 1 1 

w Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

www.stauer.com 



Smart Luxuries — Surprising Prices™ 



TECHNICALLY SPEAKING 





Note: Make sure not to remove too much 
material. 

Note: If you are using a 2.38-inch pulley, 
additional machining is required. 

5 . Finish the rough edges using a sand- 
ing disk. 

6 . Using a runout gauge, locate your end 
mill to be concentric with the inside of the 
jackshaft housing (you may also use the jack- 
shaft itself to center the end mill). 

You can complete the machining with the 
jackshaft installed if your boring gauge allows 
it, otherwise you will need to remove the jack- 
shaft. If you remove the jackshaft, you must 
replace the bearings. 

These are the dimensions that you will need 
to use to machine your jackshaft support. 1 .88 
Outside Diameter (OD) across the top and 
1 .55 from the top. 

Finished machined and debarring. 

7 . Place the pulley on the bearing shaft, 
then use a machine press to press the new 
pulley onto the supercharger front cover until it 
is flush with the bearing shaft. 

The use of an arbor press and fixture is rec- 
ommended to ensure that you are pressing on 
the shaft and not on the air inlet case. 

Many times the pulley or hub gets pressed 
onto the shaft without the fixture. Doing so 
may cause damage to the bearings and shaft, 
resulting in shaft failure. 

8 . Since the supercharger pulley is spinning 
at a higher rpm and driving more load than the 
stock pulley, pinning the pulley is recommended. 

Using a drill press, secure the supercharger 
pulley so that it is clamped evenly. Using a 
hardened solid carbide drill bit, drill a 3/1 6-inch 
hole 1 .05-inch deep in the center of the end of 
the pulley. 

Next, using a 1 /8-inch drill bit, drill a hole 
completely through the pulley and shaft in the 
same position. This will allow you to remove 
the pin if you ever replace or remove the pulley. 

Use a file to remove any burrs from the 
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pinning process to aliow the puliey to seat evenly. 

9 . Place the 3/1 6x1 -inch dowel pin (Lingen- 
felter PN 98381 A510) into the hole that was 
just drilled out. 

Secure the front cover and supercharger 
pulley. Using a hammer and punch, hit the two 
surfaces around the pin to keep the dowel pin 

securely in place. 

10 . Install 
the super- 
charger pulley 
using blue Loc- 
tite and tighten 
to 20.7 in-lb 
(2.3 Nm) 

Special thanks 
to all the guys at 
Lingenfelter for 
all of their help. 

If you have any 
additional ques- 
tions please feel 
free to contact any of the helpful Lingenfelter staff 
at lingenfelter.com or 260.724.2552 

Well there it is, installing the LS9 blower 
upgrade kit is not an afternoon project but it 
is one that you will definitely feel in the seat 
of your pants once the job is completed. 
Thanks Ernie, for sharing your experience and 
helping your fellow need for speed Corvette 
enthusiasts. 



QUESTIONS? 

Got a question for our Tech Corner expert? 
Just jot it down on a paper towel or a lightly 
soiled shop rag and send it to us at VETTE 
Magazine, Attn: Technically Speaking, 1733 
Alton Parkway, Suite 1 00, Irvine, CA 92606. 
Alternatively, you can submit your question 
via the Web, by emailing it to us at vette® 
enthusiastnetwork.com. Be sure to put 
“Technically Speaking” in the subject line. 
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E facebook . com/mothersusa 


Introducing Mothers® 

California Gold® All-Chrome™ 
Quick-Polish Cleaner & Protectant. 

A revolutionary spray polish for any 
hard or decorative chrome finish. 
Just spray, wipe and buff to a brilliant 
shine! Simple as that. 
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ClASSICRBU^ 

A RARE LOOK INSIDE THE OHEVROLET PERFORMANOE BUILD 
OENTER AND JIMMIE JOHNSON’S INOREDIBLE LTI 71 OORVETTE 


JUSTIN CESLER AND STEVEN RUPP WORDS I PHOTOS 


wesome car, right? Built in 
Detroit by Chevrolet Perfor- 
mance for Jimmie Johnson him- 
self, you’re looking at one of the 
coolest builds to roll across the 
201 4 SEMA Show halls in years, 
but you’re probably also thinking. Of course 
it’s cool, it’s built by Chevy Performance with a 
perfect ’71 roller, a brand-new LTI , an around 
the clock team of workers, and a checkbook 
I can’t even imagine. Well, we can’t blame 


you for thinking that. But what if we told you 
this ’71 Corvette actually began life as a beat- 
up driver found on the Internet and was built 
not by an assembly line full of workers, but 
instead a couple of highly skilled technicians 
working in a high-security building at the Mil- 
ford Proving Grounds. And what if we told 
you that this Corvette— the first project on the 
planet to house Chevrolet’s newest LT 1 crate 
engine— wasn’t just a show car, but instead a 
running, driving engineering project that was 


instrumental in bringing the new LT 1 engine 
to market? Now that would be a whole differ- 
ent story. 

“We chose the 1 97 1 Corvette because 
it’s one of the most up-and-coming enthusi- 
ast build cars out there right now,” said Dave 
Ross, Chevrolet Design Manager. “We wanted 
to partner with an individual who was a Chev- 
rolet enthusiast and passionate about Cor- 
vette. Jimmie was a natural fit as the [201 3] 
NASCAR Sprint Cup champion.” If you just 
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No pristine show car but not a rat either. 
The condition of the '71 that Chevrolet 
Performance started with was no better 
or worse than anyone could find in almost 
any town for a very reasonable amount of 
cold hard cash. 



Out with the old and in with the new. This 
particular '71 drove in with a carbureted 
350-cubic-inch, 270-horsepower small- 
block, which pales in comparison to the 
460-horsepower, 376 cubic-inch LTI that 
was to replace it. 



The heart of this cutting-edge SEMA build 
was the new 6.2L 460-horsepower, WT, 
Direct Injected LTI crate engine available 
now from Chevrolet Performance. The new 
engine was given a quick test-fit and to 
nobody's surprise it easily fit in the stock 
engine bay. 





r 


One of the GM builders 
carefully lays down pinstrip- 
ing tape in preparation for 
painting the hood graphics. 
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screamed “up-and-coming?!,” we’re betting 
you’re already a C3 owner, but Dave is cor- 
rect, as we are seeing more and more inter- 
est in these gorgeous bodies as the years 
roil on, and we’re big fans of the resurgence. 
Of course, the ’71 is also important for its 
engine, as it marked the second year of the 
LT-1 engine, which featured 11:1 compression, 
a soiid roller camshaft, four-bolt mains, and a 
four-barrel carburetor. Pretty high-tech for the 
times, sure, but compared to the Gen V LT1 , 
well, it leaves a little bit on the table. 

Compression is similar, at 1 1 .5:1 , but other 
than that, the all-aluminum LT1 is in a league 
of its own. Gone is the aluminum intake and 
four-barrel carb, replaced with Direct Injec- 
tion fueling, an advanced Variable Valve Tim- 
ing camshaft, and newly designed cylinder 
heads optimized with over 6-million hours of 
computational analysis. Yes, 6-million hours. 
Into the cylinder head design. That’s over 684 
years if you’re wondering. What does all that 
time equate to? How does 460 horsepower 
and 460 Ib-ft of torque sound? What if we 
also told you that the 6.2L LT1 was compara- 
ble in torque to that of the gigantic 7.0L LS7 
up to 4,000 rpm while also holding the title for 
the most fuel efficient Corvette ever built when 
installed in the C7? Suffice it to say, it’s an epic 
Corvette powerplant, but it’s one you could 
easily install in your ride if you’re looking for a 
modern Chevrolet Performance engine. 

For Jimmie’s Corvette, the build team 
at Chevrolet Performance started by pull- 
ing the ’7Ts engine, transmission, rearend, 
and everything associated with those compo- 
nents, and putting them all aside. For the pur- 
ists among us, we’ll let you in on a little secret, 
this ’71 wasn’t a real LT-1 car from the start, 
and the team at Chevrolet Performance actu- 
ally pulled a traditional 350 from the bay for 
the swap. Cnee removed, it was time to test- 
fit the new engine and transmission, which fit 
in place with much less effort than you’d imag- 
ine. In fact, besides a new transmission cross- 
member and a new set of engine mounts, the 
new LT 1 basically slipped right in place, with- 
out having to do any extreme cutting, welding, 
or relocating. There are a couple of interest- 
ing challenges to the new engine— namely the 
lack of a traditional power steering assembly 
and the mechanical fuel-injection pump under 
the intake manifold— but other than that, con- 
sider this similar to an LSX-style swap with a 
lot more cool technology. 

Fuel? That’s not as hard as it sounds, and 
the Chevrolet Performance team set out to 
make it as easy as possible for the average 
mechanic to handle. The Direct Injection fuel 
pump, which can pressurize the fuel to over 
2,000 psi, is built into the engine itself and is 
driven off a tri-lobe found on the end of the 
camshaft. This design means that a builder 
doesn’t have to worry about the system, they 
simply need to feed it fuel using an electric 









Believe it or not, this build started life as an 82,000-mile running and driving '71 Corvette, 
which was promptly torn down by the Chevrolet Performance build team in a top secret 
location at the Milford Proving Grounds. 



The frame was then separated from the body and given a complete restoration. This also 
made it much easier to start figuring out how to mate the 21st century engine to the 20th 
century chassis. 
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while the frame was getting worked over, 
the body was getting some much needed 
attention as well. The plan was to keep the 
classic vibe of the C3 but update some 
key areas like the hood and side vents. 
Those little dots are for Chevrolet Per- 
formance's high-tech 3D laser scanner. It 
allows designers to craft new body parts 
virtually before sending them to the CNC 
machine to be produced. Yeah, we wish we 
had one in our garage too. 



And here's what the GM designers came 
up with for the side vents. We have our 
fingers crossed that they will be eventu- 
ally offered for sale. 



Engine mounts are always a tricky part of 
a late-model swap, and the LTI required 
new engine plates to be constructed in 
order to position the engine correctly in 
the Corvette bay. And no, engine plates 
for the old LS platform will not work on the 
new LTI block, but they are one of the eas- 
ier things to fabricate. We also imagine 
that the aftermarket will quickly have them 
on the shelves.' 



Here's a rendering that helped to guide the project. We think they nailed the goal of mod- 
ernizing the car without losing what makes it a classic and timeless design. 



(Far Left) It's always nice to have the right tools for the 
Job, and having ACDelco in the building made it easy 
for Chevrolet Performance technicians to get it done. 


(Left) The Chevrolet Performance Tremec Magnum six- 
speed transmission required a new trans crossmember 
to be fabricated and, along with the Chevrolet Perfor- 
mance LS/LT bellhousing system, allowed the swap to 
drop right in place without any additional modification 
to the chassis. Note the cool exhaust pass-through 
channels fabricated into the crossmember. 
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pulse width modulated fuel pump and 
the supplied LT 1 Controller Kit will take 
care of the rest. Everything else is done 
for you, with the camshaft taking care of 
the pump and itself when variable timing 
is required. 

The rest of the engine dress is some- 
what traditional, with the build requiring a 
set of manifolds, a couple of oil lines, an 
intake and exhaust system, and hooking 
everything up. But ‘the wires’ you scream, 
‘what about all the wiring!?’ No worries, 
there’s a wiring harness for that, sup- 
plied by the Chevrolet Performance team 
that hooks everything on the engine and 
transmission directly to the supplied con- 
troller for easy EFI on the run. The build 
team did need to swap out the ’71 ’s gas 
pedal for a new drive-by-wire pedal (also 
included in the kit), which was as simple 
as it sounds. As for the rest of the drive- 
train, a new LS/LT manual transmission 
bellhousing allowed the team to hook up 
the T-56 Super Magnum transmission, 
which provides six buttery smooth gears 
for Jimmie to bang on as he rolls out on 
the track. 

Of course, a SEMA build for a world- 
class driver can’t be all about the new 
engine, and the design team at Chevrolet 
Performance spent a significant amount 
of time working on every single detail of 
the ’71 to give it a race-inspired look while 
keeping it subtle and beautiful. “It’s always 
a thrill to get behind the wheel of a Cor- 
vette,” Jimmie Johnson said. “The tradi- 
tional elements mixed with the modern- 
day touches really make this car unique.” 
Jimmie himself picked the custom blue 
hue along with the understated wheels, 
but modern aesthetic touches such as the 
billet hood louvers, side grilles, and stance 
came from a direct collaboration with the 
design team. The closer you look at this 
ride, the cooler it gets. One of our favor- 
ite touches can be found in the hood, 
where a CNC billet aluminum cut cen- 
ter louver gives a subtle nod to the C7, 
while taking nothing away from the lines of 
the C3. The side grilles too, which would 
be missed by most casual onlookers, are 
other touches appreciated by those of us 
who live and breathe Corvette. 

And really, that’s what makes this Cor- 
vette concept so special. It’s a perfect 
blend of modern high-tech refinement and 
classic style. The drivetrain is all 2014, but 
the car itself is simply timeless. In a world 
where SEMA show cars need popup DJ 
booths and flamethrowers to stand out, 
Jimmie Johnson’s Chevrolet Performance 
Corvette concept stands alone, as a rare 
piece of machinery showing self-restraint, 
brilliant execution, and modern appeal. 
Now let’s see what you can do with that 
all-new LT 1 ! vette 



This Corvette came about through the passion of a few 
GM gearheads and not some vast army of builders. 



The engine bay of a C3 would 
never be described as ''spacious,” 
but the LTI easily fit within the 
confines. Makes us wonder if a C7 
Z06 blower would fit. 
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Designed on a computer, cut by a machine, 
and finished by hand, the center vent on 
Jimmie's Stingray is the perfect nod to 
the C7 performance under the hood with- 
out detracting from the overaii ciean hood 
design of the '71. 


And here's the hood aii painted up and pinstriped. We think 
they naiied the meiding of oid and new perfectiy. 




Big power means you need big brakes, so 
the Chevrolet Performance team dove into 
their massive parts bin to dig up a set of C6 
Corvette Grand Sport brakes, which were 
hung front and rear on the '71. 



Those big brakes required a set of custom 
wheels, but Jimmie Johnson and the Chevro- 
let Performance team wcrked hard to keep 
the look subtle while still being custom. 
These 18-inch steel wheels were custom 
painted and trimmed before letting the car 
roll onto the SEMA show floor. 



Like the exterior, the interior kept its vin- 
tage feel, but custom touches abcund. Here 
you can see the cne-off shift plate ccmplete 
with Tremec six-speed shift pattern and LT1 
performance data plate. 
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It's all about the details. In this case, 
custom inserts for the seats. > 


It took quite a bit of effort and more than a few late nights for the builders, 
but the Vette made it to the 2014 SEMA Show for its debut. 
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Shows are great, but this Corvette was built to be driven, 
and with over 460 horsepower on tap it's a fun drive indeed. 



SHEET 


1971 CHEVROLET 
CORVETTE STINGRAY 



OWNER 

Chevrolet Performance 

BLOCK 

LT1 , aluminum 

DISPLACEMENT 

376 ci-6.2L 

HEADS 

Rectangular Port LT1 , Direct Injection 

VALVES 

2.13/1.59 

CAMSHAFT 

Chevrolet Performance hydraulic 
roller, 200/212 duration, 

0.561/0.531 inch-lift 

PISTONS 

Stock, Eutectic aluminum 

COMPRESSION 

11.5:1 

CRANKSHAFT 

Stock, forged steel 

OIL SYSTEM 

Stock, dry-sump 

FUEL PUMP 

Chevrolet Performance, 
mechanical in-engine, electric in-tank 

FUEL INJECTION 

Stock, Dl injectors 

IGNITION 

Stock, coil-near plug 

ENGINE 

Chevrolet Performance 

MANAGEMENT 

LTI Controller Kit 

EXHAUST 

Chevrolet Performance 

LTI manifolds, 3-inch exhaust 

TRANSMISSION 

Chevrolet Performance 

Tremec Super Magnum 

REAREND 

Stock 

SUSPENSION 

Steeroids SharkBite, front and rear 

BRAKES 

C6 Grand Sport, front and rear 

WHEELS 

Custom 18-inch, steel 

HP/TQ 

460/460 



The fully installed and detailed LTI looks 
perfectly at home in the C3's engine bay. 
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INDEPENDENCE DAY 

INSTALLING THE BOLT-IN MARTZ IFS IN A Cl FRAME 


y//////////////////////////////////////////^^^^ GERRY BURGER WORDS I photos 

y////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////^^^^ 


O ur Corvette lead a typical life, 
bought as a state-of-the-art 
sports car in 1960. By the late 
’60s it was fair game for hot rod- 
ders and drag racers alike. This 
particular car spent some time 
being driven a quarter-mile at a time with a 
big-block stuffed under the hood, and stuffed 
is as good a word as any. Some frame dam- 
age incurred and after repairing that (“The 
X-Factor,” Apr. ’15) we turned our sights on 
improving the front suspension. 

Since the original suspension unbolts we 
thought a bolt-in front suspension made a lot 
of sense. There are several good bolt-in sus- 
pension systems to choose from and we ulti- 
mately settled on the front suspension kit from 
Martz Chassis in Bedford, Pennsylvania. We 
liked the construction of the crossmember and 
the fact that the control arms have urethane 
bushing rod ends. Frontend alignment is made 
easy because of the eccentric adjuster built 
into the crossmember. We also liked the fact 
that the kit included QA1 shocks and Wilwood 
brakes, these components combine to give us 
a quality ride and great braking power. 

Before we removed anything from the 
frame, a piece of 1 -inch box tubing was fabri- 
cated to bolt to the stock sway bar mounts on 



m The original Cl front suspension design dates back to 1949, complete with king- 
pins, drum brakes, and a lot of weight. The new Martz Chassis front suspension 
replaces all that with tubular control arms, rack-and-pinion steering, etc. Not shown in 
the photo are the QA1 shocks and Wilwood brakes that complete the front suspension 
package. Better handling and less weight, now that's a winning combination. 



We had the entire chassis mediablasted. Before we set about removing the 16 
bolts holding the front crossmember in place, we fabricated this 1-inch box tub- 
ing brace and bolted it to the sway bar mounts. This will prevent the framerails from mov- 
ing when we remove the crossmember. 



ing box we removed the 16 bolts and the 
old crossmember was free from the frame. 
That white powder and chunks of “stuff" 
is actually the remains of the aluminum 
spacer that Chevrolet used between the 
crossmember and the frame. Electroly- 
sis and oxidation of the dissimilar metals 
turned it to dust over the last 55 years. 
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the top of the frame. This brace would help to 
keep the framerails in proper alignment after 
the front suspension was removed. 

First, we removed the steering box and dis- 
connected our heavily modified pitman arm 
from the front suspension. Next, we set the 
frame on jackstands to prepare for the removal 
of the front crossmember and suspension. 
Working on a bare frame made this all very 
simple, but it can also be done with the body 
and engine in place. Unbolting the stock sus- 
pension really involved snapping off 1 0 out of 
the 1 6 bolts that hold the front crossmember 
in place. Fifty-five years of weather will do 
that to bolts. After rolling the front suspen- 
sion out from under the frame we couldn’t 
help but notice a white powdery material stuck 
partly to the frame and partly to the cross- 
member. This turned out to be the remains of 
an aluminum spacer the factory used between 
the crossmember and the framerails. Years 
of electrolysis between the steel and alumi- 
num had turned it to dust. While we chose to 
replace the front suspension, if you are restor- 
ing a C1 be sure to remove the crossmember 
and check this spacer, chances are it needs 
replacing. 

We spent some time with a wire wheel 
cleaning the rust off the frame and in the pro- 
cess discovered a small, 3/4-inch long stress 
crack in the frame. We welded the crack up 
and gave the entire area a coat of primer. We’ll 
put several coats of Eastwood Chassis Black 
on the area before final assembly. 

In keeping with the out with the old and in 
with the new approach, we mounted the frame 
to a pair of engine stands to act as a rotisserie. 
Having the chassis upside down makes it easy 
to test-fit the new Martz Chassis crossmember. 
With the Martz crossmember in position on the 
bottom of the framerails we checked for bolt- 
hole alignment. If you are doing this swap in a 
complete car, a simple floor jack can be used to 
raise the crossmember into position. 

Our initial test-fit of the crossmember 
showed some bolts were aligned while oth- 
ers were a half-hole off. Now, at first glance 
you might think the crossmember doesn’t fit 
but that is not the case. Rather, it is a simple 
matter of slowly aligning the framerails to the 
crossmember. We found that by using several 
tapered drift pins and one large C-clamp we 
were able to bring every single hole into per- 
fect alignment. First, we dropped bolts in the 
holes that initially lined up, then we drove the 
drift pin into a misaligned hole and dropped 
a bolt in the adjacent hole. In the end, every 
hole aligned perfectly, no need for drills or files, 
just some prying and patience before the old 
framerail came into perfect alignment. 

With all the bolts in the holes we snugged 
them down and took measurements to ensure 
the crossmember was square in the frame- 
rails. We measured diagonally and front to rear 
and our crossmember was within 1/1 6-inch of 
perfectly square in all directions. This is prob- 
ably a closer tolerance than the factory used. 



and turned the frame upside down. Hap- 
pily, the bottom of the framerails showed 
only surface rust and not serious struc- 
tural rust. 



ply removed all four of the engine mount 
tabs. We cut the bottom tabs off by slicing 
almost completely through the welds, but 
not so deep as to score the framerail. A 
cutoff wheel is the best tool for this job. 



After a few minutes with the 
grinder all traces of the original 
engine mount tabs have been erased. We'll 
test-fit the Martz Chassis front cross- 
member first and then follow up with some 
self-etching primer and Eastwood Chassis 
Black satin paint. 



the lower engine mount on the passenger 


side. The mount tab appeared to be bent 
inward and we could have simply ham- 
mered it out for clearance. 



of removing the tabs. We followed this by 
grinding the remaining welds off the frame- 
rail for a nice, clean look. 



that had been hidden by the original front 
crossmember. A quick pass with the TIG 
welder took care of the problem. 
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particularly when you consider there oould 
be some small error in measuring caused by 
things like tape measure sag, etc. Satisfied the 
crossmember was a perfect fit we removed 
the unit and painted the bottom of the frame- 
rails to prevent rust from occurring when the 
crossmember was finally installed. We took the 
Martz Chassis front crossmember outside and 
after wiping it down with Eastwood PRE, a 
pre-paint degreaser, and applied two coats of 
self-etching primer and two ooats of Eastwood 
2K Aero-Spray Chassis Black, this gave us a 
very nice satin black finish that will be durable 
and easy to keep clean. 

After the paint cured we placed the Martz 
Chassis crossmember under the framerails for 
the final time and bolted the crossmember in 
place with 3/8-16 Grade 8 bolts, washers, lock 
washers, and a drop of Lootite blue for good 
measure. We’ll have to leave it here for now, 
but in the next issue of Vette we will install the 
Martz Chassis sway bar and tubular control 
arms, the Flaming River rack-and-pinion, the 
QA1 coilover shocks, and the Wilwood disc 
brakes. In the end we’ll have a great handling 
and braking package, vette 



1 All of the chassis mounting fiange hoies did not iine up perfectiy with the new 

I Martz Chassis front crossmember. However, by using a tapered drift pin Cseen in 

one of the forward hoies) we were abie to aiign every hoie for the proper 3/8-16 boit. Aii it 
takes is a iittie patience and prying. 



1 1 Here we can see the forward fiange 
I I on the passenger side with all the 
bolts installed. We used Grade 8 bolts 
throughout as it seems like a good idea to 
use strong boits in any structural part of 
the car. 




Here is the crossmember com- 
pletely bolted in place. Installing 
the crossmember with the frame upside 
down made things very easy to work on, 
but this same process can be compieted 
working under a complete car. 


After we had all the bolts tight we 
checked measurements to ensure 
the crossmember was square with the 
framerails. We used a rivet in the chassis 
for a measuring point and our tape showed 
we were within 1/16-inch of perfection. 





side, indicating the framerails were straight 
and the crossmember was a perfect fit. 
Satisfied with the trial fit, it was time to 
remove the crossmember to paint it and 
the framerails. 



pre-paint degreaser, we applied a couple of 
coats of self-etching primer. 



After the primer cured we laid down 
a couple of coats of Eastwood 2K 
Aero-Spray Chassis Black. Our new Martz 
front crossmember was looking good and 
ready for final installation. 
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Big bore LS engine 


GM LS fans, here is a sure-fire formuia 
for making more power: 


+ Trick Fiow GenX 260 LS7 cyiinder heads 



= huge power in a iightweight package. 


New GenX 260 square port LS7 heads from Trick Flow are the best choice for your performance huild 
for several reasons. The A356-T6 aluminum castings feature more material for increased rigidity and 
strength. Factory LS7 port locations, valve angles, and valve locations have been maintained to work 
with existing intakes and pistons. Modular billet aluminum rocker arm mounts enhance valvetrain 
stability and are removable for shaft rocker setups. CNC Competition Ported runners deliver maximum 
airflow. Plus there’s clearance for 3/8" pushrods and through-deck coolant holes that fit all GM LS 
gasket and block combinations. 


So take advantage of the Trick Flow ‘huge power’ formula today. 

Use it right and you’ll never see anyone’s taillights durinq a race auain! 


Airflow Results 

GenX 260 Square Pert 

Lift Value 

Intake Flow CFM 

Exhaust Flow CFM 

.100 

71 

58 

.200 

148 

113 

.300 

233 

168 

.400 

296 

212 

.500 

340 

237 

.600 

375 

249 

.700 

393 

254 

Tests conducted at 28" of water (pressure). 

Bore size: 4.125"; exhaust with 2" pipe. 


Some parts are not legal for use in California or other states with similar laws/regulations. 
Please check your state and/or local laws/regulations. 



TrickFlow.com 

1 - 330 - 630-1555 


Specialties 


1507VTTF 








[TECH] 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 



1 ^7 Once again, looking at the bottom of the framerail you can 
I M see the bolts in place. The contrast of the fasteners and 
the satin black paint give the installation a clean, strictly busi- 
ness look. We were impressed with the amount of gusseting on 
the Martz crossmember. 



to weigh the old front suspension but we're certain there is con- 


siderable weight savings. Now it is time to rotate the chassis over 
for suspension installation. 




^ Looking at the top of the chas- 
I sis we can clearly see the shock 
tower that will hold the QA1 adjust- 
able coilover shocks. Eccentric bolts on 
the upper control arms will make wheel 
alignment easy. 


With the painted frame rest- 
ing on jackstands it is easy to 
see the Martz front suspension is going 
to be a huge improvement. We now have 
a structurally sound, rust-free chassis. 
Next month we'll install the complete 
Martz suspension and sway bar. Flam- 
ing River rack-and-pinion, along with QA1 
shocks and Wilwood brakes, so stay 
tuned. 
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OFFICIAL 
LICENSED PRODUCT 


From its introduction in 1963, the Sting Ray™ made a splash, tearing 
up the competition for power and style. By 1967, the Sting Ray™ 
was a nigh-perfect vehicle, beloved by drivers and critics ahke. Now 
it gets a tribute worthy of its sleek beauty, the 1967 Corvette® Sting 
Ray™ Clock available only from The Bradford Exchange. 

Inspired by vintage designs of the era, this all-new clock has 
all the latest in modern technology. The timepiece is housed in an 
impressively-sized, 15-inch diameter, brushed metal body covered 
in a curved glass face over artwork of the 1967 Sting Ray™. It’s 
powered by an accurate quartz movement. The unique design 
allows 60 brilhant LED hghts to evenly illuminate the artwork. 

Only 1 0,000 will be crafted. Order now! 

Order the 1967 Corvette® Sting Ray™ Clock now at just five 
installments of $29-99 each, for a total of $149-95*, backed by 
our 365-day money-back guarantee. Send no money now, but don’t 
wait to order. Return the Reservation Apphcation today! 
www.bradfordexchange.coin ©2015 bge 01 21440 001 bi 



With its gleaming brushed 
metal sides and curved clock 
face, it's just like the vintage 
advertising clocks 
you've always admired! 


: RESERVATION APPLICATION SEND NO MONEY NOW i 


THE 

BKAUKOKU KXCHANGK 

^HOME DECOR 

9345 Milwaukee Avenue • Niles, IL 60714-1393 

YES. Please reserve the 1967 Corvette® Sting f?ay™ 
Clock for me as described in this announcement. 

Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly 

Mrs. Mr. Ms. 

Name (Please Print Clearly) 

Address 


City 

State Zip 

Email (optional) 

01 -21 440-001 -E84891 

*Plus $17.99 shipping and service. Limited-edition presentation restricted 
to 10,000 worldwide. Please allow 4-8 weeks after initial payment for ship- 
ment. Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance. 
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2015 MECUM KISSIMMEE OFFERS 
287 CORVEUES AND SELLS 169 


WALT THURN words I photos 



:Pn!y 144 Corvettes in 1958 
w®fe ep with RPP 684 

(HD Braked Si Suspension) like this NCRS 
convertible (118:1). It has be^n^cornpletely 
restored and was sold for &135;DbO.. 


T he Mecum Auctions company is 
a world leader of collector and 
vintage car, antique motorcycle, 
and road art sales. The company 
has specialized in auctions for 28 
years. Established by President 
Dana Mecum in 1988, Mecum 
Auctions remains a family- 
run company headquartered in Walworth, 
Wisconsin. Each year they continue to expand 
their annual events to bring buyers and sellers 
together. The 2015 Mecum Kissimmee Auction 
kicked off the company’s new year. It begins a 
22-auction schedule that takes a cross country 
odyssey that ends in Austin, Texas, on Decem- 
ber 20. The highlight of this year’s Kissimmee 
event was Saturday when rock-and-roll legend 
Jerry Lee Lewis took the center stage to sell 
his 1 959 Harley Davidson FLH motorcycle. 
Lewis has owned this bike since new. The 
hammer fell at $300,000 as he played his 
signature song “Great Balls of Fire” on a piano 
to the appreciative crowd. 

Corvettes have always played a big role 
at Mecum and this year at Kissimmee was 
no exception. A total of 287 Corvettes were 
offered and 59 percent (169) were sold. In 
contrast, last year 318 Corvettes were offered 
and 68 percent sold (216). So we saw a slight 


decline in the number of Corvettes offered 
and sold, even the top price paid. The highest 
price went to a rare black big-tank 1 964 Cor- 
vette (SI 64) that sold for $415,000. The high- 
est number of Corvettes offered by generation 
were C2 and C3. But only 56 percent of them 
sold. Total sales for this 10-day event, includ- 
ing Corvettes, was $68,801 ,987. An amaz- 
ing 74 percent of the 2,404 cars offered were 
sold. So clearly non-Corvette brands were 
changing hands at a higher pace. A cou- 
ple of noteworthy Corvettes did not sell. One 
was Mickey Thompson’s personal ’63 Z06 
fuel-injected coupe. It was estimated to sell 
for $725,000-850,000 but was only bid up to 
$575,000. So the white coupe was added to 
“The Bid Goes On” collection. Another note- 
worthy Corvette that did not sell was a Jet- 
stream Blue ’09 Callaway Cars modified Z06 
with 3,000 miles on its clock. It also joined 
“The Bid Goes On” collection when the bids 
stopped at $50,000, which did not meet the 
owner’s reserve. On the positive side, we 
inspected a very clean, well-maintained ’04 
Millennium Yellow Z06 C5 with 97,460 miles 
that sold for $16,500. Another interesting sale 
was a black ’15 base C7 Corvette coupe with 
200 miles on it that sold for $52,000. 

Roger Judski, owner of Roger’s Corvette 



Riverside Goid (Code 980) 


is a striking coior on this '69 427/390 
four-speed Corvette coupe CT38). It is 
beiieved to have 30,078 miies and 
featured many factory options. It sold 
for $37,000. No mention if it has been 
certified by NCRS or Bioomington. 


Center in Maitland, Florida, has amassed a 
large collection of prime Corvettes. He offered 
nine of his low-mileage collectables for sale at 
Kissimmee. Here is the Judski list of what was 
offered and what sold. 

•1978 Corvette Pace Car (SI 20), L82 four- 
speed with 1 3 miles, sold for $68,000. 

•1988 Challenge racer (SI 21), 1 of 56 built 
with 5,334 miles, sold for $45,000. 

•1988 35th Anniversary Corvette (SI 22), 9 
miles, sold for $38,000. 

•1993 40th Anniversary Corvette (SI 23), 5 
miles, sold for $40,000. 

•1994 Corvette Brickyard Pace Car (SI 24), 
sold for $26,000. 

•1995 Corvette ZR-1 (SI 25), 1 of 448 built 
with 1 ,826 miles, sold for $45,000. 

•1996 Corvette Collector Edition (SI 26), 2,885 
miles, did not sell. High bid was $27,000. 
•1996 Corvette Grand Sport convertible 
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Model Years 

# Of Lots 

#Sold 

Percentage 

Lot #, Low Sale Price 

Lot #, High Sale Price 

1953 to 1962 

33 

21 

64 

W174, $22,500 

8188, $155,000 

1963 to 1967 

80 

45 

56 

T1 34, $31 ,500 

8164, $415,000 

1968 to 1982 

81 

45 

56 

T321 , $6,750 

8206.1, $150,000 

1984 to 1996 

48 

32 

67 

U80, $4,000 

F237, $72,000 

1997 to 2004 

23 

15 

65 

J82, $10,500 

81 19, $68,000 

2005 to 201 3 

21 

9 

43 

U55, $17,000 

T102, $48,000 

201 4 to 201 5 

1 

1 

100 

N/A 

K74, $52,000 


(S127), red/black interior and 1,944 miles, did 
not sell. High bid was $60,000. 

•2007 Corvette Z06 (SI 29), 1 of 399 Ron 
Fellows edition with 1 ,720 miles, did not sell. 
High bid was $52,000. 

Here’s a breakdown by generation of the 
Corvettes that were offered and sold at this 
year’s auction. 


Remember, with Mecum offering so 
many auctions in different parts of the 
country it is easy to sell or buy the Corvette 
of your dreams. Mecum makes it easy for 
you to register, shop, and buy a Corvette. 
You can browse Mecum’s helpful 
website mecum.com to find out where 
the cars are. vette 







Thompson's Z06 is equipped with 
option code NOS (36-gallon fuel tank), 
M20 close-ratio transmission, and a 
L84 327/360 fuel-injected engine. 


VETTEWEBCOM 
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BUYER’S MARKET 



This three-owner '58 Corvette (S188) had a frame-off restoration 
completed in 2014. It features a 283/290 engine backed 
by a four-speed transmission and 4.11 Positraction rearend. 

It sold for $155,000. 



Corvette serial #6844 (8150) was one of five Z06 coupes “spe- 
cially assigned" to racer Mickey Thompson. This one was unmodi- 
fied and used by Thompson as his daily driver. It was estimated to 
sell between $725,000 and $850,000. The high bid was $575,000 
so “The Bid Goes On." 



This rare '64 Corvette (8164) is 1 of only 2 '64s that are similarly 
equipped. It features a N03 36-gallon fuel tank, J56 HD brakes, 
F40 HD suspension, L84 327/360 fuel-injected engine, 3.70 Posi- 
traction, and off-road exhaust. It sold for $415,000 and was the 
sixth highest sale of the auction. 


This '63 Pink Pearl Corvette (8134) was specially built for the head 
of GM design Harley Earl's wife, 8ue. 8ue Earl drove it for two 
years in West Palm Beach, Florida. It returned to Detroit twice to 
have prototype features installed, including the removal of the 
split window, four-wheel disc brakes, and 1965 gauges. It sold for 
$230,000, well under its projected $375,000 to $500,000 estimate. 



It is unusuai to see an '80 Corvette (T52) with only 66 original 
miles on its clock. It has been stored since new and is equipped 
with a L82 engine with automatic transmission. The silver with 
oyster interior like-new Corvette sold for $24,000. 



These two beautiful ZR-ls (T99 & T100) provide us with a good 
market gauge for these rare C4 Corvettes. T99 is a '90 and was 
owned by Ronald Regan's Transportation 8ecretary and shows 
1,432 miles. It sold for $31,000. T100 is a '94 with 11,358 miles and 
sold for $28,500. 
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GO FASTER WITH 



• FITS UNDER THE STOCK HOOD 

• 50-STATE EMMISIONS STREET LEGAL 


• KIT FITS “OUT-OF-THE-BOX”, JUST BOLT-ON, 
NO WELDING, CUHING OR GRINDING 

• INTEGRATED BYPASS VALVE FOR LITTLE 
TO NO DECREASE IN FUEL ECONOMY 



THArS AN ADDITIONAL 164 HP OVER STOCK 


If the stock 460 horsepower is not enough, then our new E-Force Supercharger is the perfect 
solution for your C7. This new systenn is a ground up design that utilizes the Eaton Gen VI 2300 TVS® 
rotating assennbly. Designed to fit under the stock hood, it retains the factory look of this highly 
engineered masterpiece. Our supercharger system will retain great daily driving characteristics, 

while delivering power to the pavement when you demand it. 


FOLLOW US ON: 

T)(b)(^: 

©2015EDELBROCK, LLC 


FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT EDELBROCK.COM 

FREE CATALOGS: 800-386-8326 ‘TECH LINE: 800-416-8628, 7am-5pm PST. M-F. 

ALL PARTS LEGAL FOR USE ON PRE-POLLUTION CONTROLLED VEHICLES ONLY. 



PASSION FOR PERFORMANCE 







- FOftTY CtSHT HOm 

CORVETTE 


33 

YEARS 


Air CanAitianinB 
That Fits Like 
it Was Mata J a st 
Far YaarCarvatta 



Engineered For Absolutely 
Minimal Modifications 
To Your Corvette! 


(Because It Was!) 



Gen IV SureFit Kits 
Available For: 

1958-62 Corvette, 1964-67 Corvette 
and 1968-76 Corvette 

Each use your original climate control panel adapted 
with our electronic Cable Converter ™ technology 


SureFit Systems are complete with 
evaporator kit. Cable Converters™, 
compressor, all mounting brackets, 
condenser kit, safety switch, all 
necessary refrigerant lines and 
a detailed instruction manual. 
SureFit systems can be ordered to 
fit engine swaps in many applica- 
tions and can be upgraded with 
Vintage Air ProLine appearance 
accessories as well. 

Vintage Air Systems Buiit To ISO 9001:2008 Quality Standards 


800.862.6658 



www.vintageair.com 
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Roger's Corvette Center offered nine of its low-mileage Corvettes 
to be sold at the Mecum Auction. Three of the eight did not sell. 



In the second year of the C5 production run a convertible was added to the lineup. This 
'98 convertible (T83) is a pristine example of this milestone Corvette. It has only been 
driven 6,000 miles and was sold for $24,000. 



Advanced Automotive Technologies (AAT) in Rochester Hills, Michigan, converted this 
'04 C5 Corvette (8119) into a '53 Commemorative Edition. It has 9,949 miles and sold for 
$68,000, well below its original build price 10 years ago. 







To commemorate the final year of the C4 
production. Assistant Corvette Chief Engi- 
neer John Heinricy and his team developed 
1,000 Grand Sports. Each carried their own 
VIN number and this one (F237) is VIN 
#00042 and shows 2,100 original miles 
and was signed by Zora Arkus-Duntov. It 
sold for $72,000. 



Roger's Corvette Center owned this unre- 
stored '88 Tom Gloy Motorsports Cor- 
vette Challenge race car (8121). Only 56 
were built in 1988 and modified by Proto- 
fab in Detroit. Drivers R.K. Smith and Brad 
Smith drove it in five races in 1988. It sold 
for $45,000. 




This very well cared for '04 C5 Z06 (T172.1) 
has been driven 97,460 miles. Only 629 
Millennium Yellow Z06s were produced in 
2004. It sold for $16,500. 

This Jetstream 
Blue '09 Calla- 
way Cars modi- 
fied Z06 shows 
3,000 miles and 
is one of three 
built with this 
680hp engine 
upgrade. Its 
rated top speed is 209 mph and quar- 
ter-mile in 10.5 seconds. The highest bid 
it received was $50,000, well below its 
reserve. Therefore, it did not sell. 




mothers.com • detailguide.com 
E facebook . com/mothersusa 


Get more mileage 
out of your vinyl, 
leather and rubber. 


Mothers® VLR: Vinyl-Leather- 
Rubber Care safely cleans the 
most stubborn ground-in dirt, 
soil and stains. Plus, it’s infused 
with neatsfoot oil and lanolin, 
to safeguard against drying, 
fading and cracking. It’s the 
simple way to get the most 
out of your vinyl, leather 
and rubber. 


MOIHERS 

Polishes*Waxes*Cleaners 









CARRY 


JOHN MACHAQUEIRO WORDS I PHOTOS 


[FEATURE] 


BRUCE HIORNS ARMS 
HIS ’66 C2 WITH 
SOMETHING OUT 
OF THE ORDINARY 


led him to the ’66, which turned out to be the perfect candidate, it was 
missing the drivetrain, nose, and interior, but had a vaiid ViN, so it could 
be registered as a ’66. 

When he finaliy parked the Corvette in his garage, the first thing he 
did was order up a frame from SRiii Motorsports. Their tube frames are 
set up with a C5 front and C4 rear suspension and QA1 coilover shocks 
at ali four corners, which automaticaily ensured that his ride wouid have 
exceilent modern handiing characteristics. Since SRIII can custom fab- 
ricate frames based on specific needs, Bruce had them modify his. Due 
to the installation of the LT5 backed by a ZF six-speed, they were able 
to remove 2.5 inches from each side at the rear, allowing him to run a 
wider tire. 

The body, what there was of it, was also in need of some attention. 
Since he wasn’t up to the task of doing the bodywork, the bare shell 
was sent to Corvette Center in Newington, Connecticut. The folks at 
CC spent many hours bringing it back to life. They hung a new front clip 
and also installed a pair of GTS Customs rear quarters. These gave him 
an additional 1 inch on each side, which was perfect for fitting wider 
rubber. After countless hours of body and prep work getting it razor 
sharp, the CC crew laid down numerous coats of R-M Diamond Nassau 
Blue Metallic basecoat, which was then sealed in Glasurit clearcoat. 

With the frame and body whole again, both were joined to the point 
that Bruce had a roller. While that may seem like most of the road trav- 
eled, those familiar with the LT5 will easily acknowledge that it isn’t 
an easy swap to perform. Due to the unique electronics utilized with 
that engine, installing one in anything beyond a C4 ZR-1 becomes a 


I f you’ve ever visited the Corvettes at Carlisle show, you know 
that the organizers run a well-oiled event. After many years in the 
game, they have fine-tuned their show to be as user friendly as 
possible. Part of that comes down to grouping most of the Cor- 
vettes by generation. They have also, over the years, encouraged 
Corvette clubs to use the show weekend as a meeting place for 
their activities. As a result, the show has attracted numerous clubs that 
gather en masse to display their vehicles as a group. Perhaps one of 
the best represented in recent years is the crew from the ZR-1 net Reg- 
istry. They show up with a large spread and usually take up a sizeable 
chunk of real estate with a well-organized armada of LT5-powered C4 
ZR-ls and a sprinkling of C6 ZRIs. 

The last place we expected to find a C2 was in that mix, but that’s 
exactly what we spotted during the 2013 show. In that sea of ZRIs, 
Bruce Hiorns’ Nassau Blue Metallic ’66 convertible stood out— if not 
out of place. From a distance, it looked like any other restored midyear. 

It was only when we approached the car that it became obvious that 
something else was at play. Once Bruce popped the hood, it all became 
quite clear. Unlike most recent C2 restomod efforts that rely on mod- 
ern LS power, Bruce had gone almost old school with an early ’90’s LT5 
mill. Of course, the next question we asked was, why? Bruce explains, 

“I actually had the LT5 before I had the rest of the car.” The result of an 
eBay purchase, the ’90 5.7-liter engine was a killer score as it had less 
than 4,000 miles. 

Since Bruce was a Corvette guy, he made it clear that there were 
never any doubts that it would be installed in anything else but a Cor- 
vette. Prior to buying the LT5, he had just completed a nut and bolt res- 
toration on a ’72 LT-1 convertible. “I really enjoyed the process of chas- 
ing down all the matching-numbers parts and restoring the ’72 back to 
original,” he says. “After that, I really wanted to do something that went 
off the scale the other way. Something nowhere near numbers-match- 
ing, but would still be a nice ride.” Another C3 was not in the cards, 
however, a C2 was the perfect candidate, but it had to meet some very 
specific criteria. He points out, “I didn’t want to take a car that was 
restorable back to matching-numbers and put something else in it and 
face the wrath of those who are purists, so I made sure I found one that 
wasn’t a candidate for full restoration. I didn’t want to insult anyone by 
bringing it back to life with a modern engine and suspension.” 

Bruce didn’t have to travel far to find the right donor. A local adver- 
tisement of a ’65 convertible, mounted on a 4x4 frame, subsequently 
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Herculean task. But as is often the case in the Corvette universe, there 
is always someone who manages to tackle these kinds of obstacles. 
When that service was needed, he went looking and found Haibeck 
Automotive Technologies in Addison, Illinois, who specialize in every- 
thing ZR-1 . Bruce sent them the harness from a ’90 ZR-1 to mod- 
ify for the ’66. In the process they stripped out everything that wouldn’t 
be needed, labeled everything that would, and how it would attach to 
the midyear harness. They also modified the engine wiring so that all 1 6 
injectors would run simultaneously. 


While one-step closer, yet many still to go, Bruce needed to get the 
rest of the car reassembled. In what ended up being an arrangement 
of convenience, he struck a deal with New Hampshireman, John Brus- 
seau. He explains, “I had a ’65 convertible bare body with a clean title 
with 30,000 miles that I exchanged with him to finish the car.” With a 
gentleman’s handshake, the deal was cut and the Corvette was trans- 
ported to John’s shop. Mechanically, the Corvette was still in need of 
being sorted, as was the installation of a new interior. Since the engine 
and transmission were already in place, installing or fabricating the 
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[FEATURE] 

CONCEALED CARRY 


remainder of the parts was all that was 
needed. Bruce chose to keep the LT5 
bone stock, so improving the perfor- 
mance came down to the installation 
of long-tube headers and 3-inch stain- 
less steel pipes, while the ZF gearbox 
received a RAM hydraulic throwout bear- 
ing, which was needed to replace the 
slave cylinder that worked the clutch. 

This modification was done because of 
the limited space in the transmission 
tunnel. Eventually, John got the car 
mechanically sorted to the point that he 
was ready to test the hybrid harness. 
Without a hitch, it fired up. 

Once the car was able to move under 
its own power, the last hurdle was to fin- 
ish the interior. The goal was to have it 
look period correct but also be comfort- 
able with some modern touches. This 
turned into a rather laborious job, which 
took John a great deal of time to install. 
Along the way he added heated leather 
seats with shoulder belts and a Vin- 
tage Air A/C system. Power windows 
were also on Bruce’s list. This he clev- 
erly achieved by installing the switches 
to actuate the power windows with the 
existing manual window cranks. Other 
details included Auto Meter gauges and 
a custom center console to accommo- 
date the relocated shifter. A new top from 
M&T Manufacturing in South Kingstown, 
Rhode Island, was also installed, and all 
the exterior trim replaced. There were 
a few items that had to be fabricated. 
With the installation of the larger-diam- 
eter exhaust, John machined a set of 
rear bezels, and also the “LT5-4CAM 32 
VALVE” emblems on the side of the car. 


The final detail for Bruce was choos- 
ing a tire and wheel combination that 
went well with the car. He states, “When 
you see most restomod Corvettes, they 
are using a modern-day wheel, which I 
feel really detracts from the look of the 
cars.” He further explains, “People use 
those because they are the only size 
wheels that can go over the modern disc 
brakes.” Wanting a wheel that looked 
period correct meant having a custom 
set fabricated. After some research, 
he got dialed in with EVOD Industries, 
in Escondido, California, who specialize 
in custom wheels and accessories. 

Based on his specs, they machined a 
set of stunning knock-off wheels that 
measured 18x9.5, which he then 
wrapped in sticky Michelin Pilot Super 
Sport 265/40ZR18 radials. 

After five long years spent putting this 
car together, the Carlisle event was its 
maiden outing. When asked what he 
enjoyed most about the entire build pro- 
cess, he candidly admits that, “the best 
thing about the build was interacting with 
the folks that helped me along the way. 
There were numerous people associated 
with the ZR-1 net club who gave me a lot 
of insight when I started to do research 
on the ZR-1 .” He also credits the input 
from the Corvette forums, along with the 
individuals at all the various businesses 
who took his vision and made it happen. 
The last detail for Bruce was giving the 
car a proper name, so it was christened 
“Concealed Carry,” which goes hand in 
hand with the discreet installation of the 
LT5 but also Bruce’s background in law 
enforcement, vette 
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SETTING-PART 8 


A LOOK BACK AT 
CHEVROLET’S EXPERIMENTAL 
PROTOTYPE, CONCEPT CAR^^AND 
SHOW CAR CORViUES 

SCOTT TEETERS WORDS I ILLUSTRATIONS 

GENERAL MOTORS PHOTOS 


G eneral Motors makes hundreds of kinds 
of cars and trucks. Some sell hundreds of 
thousands of units a year, which makes 
Chevrolet’s Corvette a complete enigma. 
Given the small number of Corvettes sold 
every year, it is a modern American man- 
ufacturing miracle that the car survived for 61 years. 

The Corvette was “officially” born on January 17, 

1 953 at the GM Motorama Show at the Waldorf Astoria 
Hotel, in New York. To understand the impact of Har- 
ley Earl’s two-seater sports car concept car, you have 
to look at typical cars of 1953. The car was low and 
sleek, and wasn’t over festooned with styling gimmicks. 
Based on the response from attendees, Chevrolet 
rushed the car into production, and the rest is history. 

Today, the Corvette is GM’s flagship car. When Chev- 
rolet unleashes a new Corvette, the automotive world 
stops to take notice. But things were not always this 
way. Up to the C4, there were many inside GM that 
wanted to see the Corvette go away. For the first 
20-some years, the car suffered from an identity cri- 
sis. Inside GM there were always those that wanted the 
Corvette to be something different; a lightweight sports 
car, a mid-engine car, a rear-engine car, a four-seater 
personal luxury car, powered by a boxer-type flat-six, 
Wankel rotary- powered, turbocharged small-displace- 
ment hemi-headed double-overhead cam powered, and 
even an all-aluminum car. Chevrolet kept the loyal faith- 
ful stoked with two or three experimental, prototype, 
show car Corvettes per year. From an enthusiast’s per- 
spective, this was endlessly fascinating. 

This is part eight of a chronological look back at 
Chevrolet’s high-profile experimental, prototype, con- 
cept car, and show car Corvettes. Some of the cars 
had exotic names such as, “Astro I,” “Astro-Vette” and 


“Geneve.” Others had experimental prototype numbers, such 
as “XP-700” and “XP-882.” And some had sexy names, such 
as, “Nomad,” “Mulsanne,” “Snake Skinner,” “Make Shark,” and 
“Tiger Shark.” In retrospect, a few of the cars were the shape 
of things to come, but most were simply, “Here’s an idea of 
something we’re working on.” Either way, it was all a ton of fun! 

1967 Astro I 

From 1960 to 1976, Chevrolet R&D and Chevrolet Styl- 
ing built 1 1 functional mid-engine “Corvettes.” The first three 
(CERV I, CERV II, and GS-IIB) were in truth cloaked race cars. 
The CERV I was an Indy car. Duntov envisioned the CERV II 
as a street GT to counter the Ford GT40, but then again, Zora 
always wanted “more.” And the GS-IIB became a Chaparral. 
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ever built, measuring just 35.5 inches in 
height. Viewed alone, the car looks big, but it 
is astonishingly short, small, and pointed. The 
Make Shark “look” was all the rage and the 
Astro I nose carried that look to the extreme. 
Since the engine was amidships, there was 
no traditional front hood. Instead, there was a 
hatch opening within the large stinger on the 
top of the front end to access the master cyl- 
inder, battery, and windshield washer. Atop 
the roof is a three-element rearview periscope 
because there’s no rear window! The rear roof 
section beautifully tapers back into a C2 Sting 
Ray coupe look, but without the glass. On 
the rear deck there are two heat vent grilles 
and close to the rear leading edge are two 
air-brake flaps. At the back end, the taillights 
were hidden behind simulated air vents and 
the license plate is recessed with a chrome 
surround. 

As if all this isn’t unusual enough, get- 
ting in and out is even more unique. The 
entire rear section of the Astro I is a big clam- 
shell, hinged at the back that lifts up, with 
the bucket seats attached for ingress and 
egress. Practicality be damned! It’s a concept 
car. Since the seating is almost horizontal, 
the interior looks “head-to-toe” bucket seats. 
Twin handgrips replace a steering wheel and 
there’s a control pod to the left of the hand- 
grips. The view from inside must have been 
somewhat ... frightening. 

The suspension and running gear was 
interesting, too. The four-wheel independent 
suspension had lightweight control arms and 
four-wheel disc brakes. The wheels don’t 
have hubcaps, but instead, they’re eight- 
bolt magnesium centers with a removable 
outer rim to vary the width. The wheels mea- 



The XP-819 rear-engine layout didn’t have 
a snowball’s chance. Considering the limita- 
tions of the bias-ply tires of the day, the con- 
cept of a mid-engine performance car made 
sense— it was about weight balance. Cut- 
ting-edge European sports and race cars 
were going mid-engine and even Indy cars 
had the engine in the middle, so why not the 
Corvette? 

Now, one might think that GM’s divisions 
are all one happy family. But, back in the day 
they were often fierce rivals. In 1 953, Pon- 
tiac, Buick, and Oldsmobile wanted a piece 
of the new Corvette action and built their 
own two-seaters, but quickly dropped them 
because it looked like the Corvette was a 
total loser. Then in 1 964, Pontiac tried again 
to launch a two-seater sports car with the 
Banshee concept that became the Opel GT 
in 1968. Even inside of Chevrolet there was 
two-seater competition from the Corvair 
group with the beautiful 1 963 mid-engine 
Monza GT and the rear-engine Monza SS 
Roadster. It was all quite a swirl of concepts 
and competition. 


The Astro I was altogether something else. 
Designers create hundreds of sketches, doz- 
ens of color renderings, and a few clay mod- 
els. But sometimes ideas need to be fleshed 
out as a real car. The Astro I was one such 
concept car. Perhaps chief of styling Bill Mitch- 
ell asked, “How low, can we go?” The Astro I 
may well be the lowest concept car Chevrolet 


sured 5.5 inches on the front and 7 inches 
on the back, shod with prototype Good- 
year redline tires. The flat-six Corvair vari- 
ant engine was most interesting. They could 
have used a stock Corvair engine, but instead 
built what should have been in the production 
Corvair. The little aluminum six-banger had 
hemi-heads with inclined valves, a belt-driven 
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single-overhead cam (SOHC), and two GM 
prototype inline three-barrel cards with Weber 
internals that looked just like Webers. 

Like the ’10 Stingray Concept, there was 
never a published report of what it was like to 
drive the Astro I. If the car was ever driven on 
one of GM’s test tracks, acceleration and top 
speed results were never published. This tells 
me that the car was never given the “Let’s see 
what this baby will do” tests. So that means 
Duntov probably didn’t get to drive the car. 

The good news is that the Astro I is still around 
and part of the GM Heritage Collection. Some- 
times designers just need to try out ideas for 
real. While the car certainly looks dated, it still 
looks good. 

1968 Astro II 

Within the narrative of early Corvette his- 
tory, men such as Bill Mitchell, Ed Cole, and 
Zora Arkus-Duntov cast very long shadows 
over the storyline. While these and several 
other men definitely steered the direction of 
the Corvette based on their vision, in no way 
did they design every aspect of the Corvette. 
While Duntov got the lion’s share of attention 
for pushing the mid-engine effort, there was 
another power-player that was all but invis- 
ible to the public: Chevrolet’s Chief of Engi- 
neering Frank Winchell. If you are new to the 


Corvette hobby you might be thinking, “Frank, 
who?” Many inside GM and Chevrolet wanted 
to design Corvettes, and Frank had some 
unusual design perspectives. The Astro II was 
Winchell ’s third and final mid-engine Corvette- 
type car. (We covered Winchell’s GS-IIB and 
his XP-819 V-8 rear-engine experimental in 
Part 6 of this series.) Unlike Duntov, Winchell 
was comfortable being a low-profile corpo- 
rate man. He felt that he could get more done 
that way. Those that worked with both men 
said that while Duntov managed with love and 
enthusiasm, nobody worked “with” Winchell, 
they worked “for” him. While Zora and Frank 
respected each other, they often locked horns 
over design concepts. 

By 1968, mid-engine mania had gripped 
Ford and even American Motors. When Chev- 
rolet learned that Ford was developing the 
Mach II mid-engine Mustang, they just had 
to do something. Of all of the Winchell mid- 
engine Corvette concepts, the XP-880 was the 
closest to a production design. It’s also worth 
noting that the XP-880/Astro II started out as 
an engineering study that worked out well. 
Good enough to get some flash and trim and 
a cool-sounding name, then sent out to work 
the show car circuit. The Astro ll’s “engineer- 
ing study roots” show up in the fact that the 
car has no headlights and the interior is bland 


and not “designed and styled.” The car’s target 
weight was 3,200 pounds, powered by a big- 
block L36, coupled with a two-speed auto- 
matic transaxle from a Pontiac Tempest, and 
60 percent of the weight on the rear wheels. 

Unlike in the XP-819, the L36 427 engine in 
the Astro II was placed ahead of the rear axle 
and turned 1 80 degrees so that the accessory 
parts would hang off the back of the engine. 
The water pump was gear-driven off the cam- 
shaft at half speed. The aluminum radiator 
was placed behind the transaxle, connected 
to the engine with long connecting hoses. Air- 
flow to the radiator came from intakes on the 
rear deck. 

A steel backbone frame was created with a 
20-gallon fuel bladder placed inside the cen- 
ter backbone. To make the car more realistic 
from a production standpoint, suspension and 
brake components were off-the-shelf pieces 
that included Camaro lower front wishbones, 
knuckles, spindles, and brake rotors with Cor- 
vette calipers. The upper wishbones and 
coilover shock assemblies were fabricated. 

The rack-and-pinion steering was mounted 
below and in front, and the antiroll bars were 
mounted above the suspension. At the rear, a 
very large upper wishbone controls thrust drive 
and brake torque and a Corvette transverse 
leaf spring was used. The halfshafts used Olds 
Toronado universal joints at the inner ends. 

The two-speed automatic transaxle came from 
a ’63 Tempest and was admittedly the weak 
point. 

Stylists did a great job of making the 
XP-880 look like a Corvette. The roof looked 
like the new C3 and the front and rear fender 
humps definitely said “Corvette.” Unlike the 
’67 Astro I, the ’68 Astro ll’s initial track testing 
proved that the design had real potential, even 
though it was riding on relatively narrow, bias- 
ply E70x15s up front and L70x15s on the rear. 
Steering was astonishingly slow, 23.6:1 . Unlike 
Winchell’s two previous mid-engine Corvettes, 
this one was close to right, but was in serious 
need of development. 

Painted Fire Frost Blue and dressed up with 
badges, the Astro II was sent off to the 1968 
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New York International Car Show. Many said 
that the XP-880/Astro II seriously upstaged the 
Mach II. Ultimately, the concept was rejected 
for three reasons. First, tooling cost would seri- 
ously add to the sales price. Second, Chevy 
had just spent a ton creating the all-new inte- 
rior and body for the C3, And third, the new 
’68 Corvette hit a new sales record with 
28,566 units sold. It wasn’t broke so Chevrolet 
wasn’t about to fix it. 

1968 Astro-Vette 

Show car Corvettes usually get gushed all 
over. But the 1 968 Astro-Vette is arguably the 
most disliked Corvette show car Chevrolet 
ever dished up. You can almost hear this car 
saying, “Don’t hate me ... I’m still a Corvette.” 
Oftentimes, the point of a “show car” Corvette 
is exaggeration. The 1960 XP-700 and 1961 
Make Shark I were perfect examples of exag- 
geration. So what was the point of the Astro- 
Vette? Chevrolet stated that it was an explora- 
tion of aerodynamics. OK, so why didn’t they 
wind tunnel test the Astro-Vette? And while 
there were obvious land-speed record-type 
styling elements, there were some problems 
more glaring that the pearl white paint. But 
let’s back up a little to the late ’60s for some 
perspective. 

While stylists had been “streamlining” cars 
since the early 1 930s, the emphasis was on 
reducing wind drag. It wasn’t until the mid- 
’60s when road racers such as Jim Hall 
started the exploration of front and rear spoil- 
ers, airfoils, and wings to manage airflow for 
the benefit of performance. By the late ’60s, 
factory muscle cars were using chin spoilers 
and rear deck spoilers or wings. On the street 
these appendages did little to nothing, but on 
a racetrack they worked wonders. 

C2 Corvettes always had a front end lift 
problem at high speeds. The new ’68 Corvette 
had a small chin spoiler and a slight spoiler 
at the back end, but the car still had lift prob- 
lems. What no one was looking at was the air 


flowing under the car. Then, add in the Cor- 
vette’s rear end squat, and you have a floaty 
front end at speed. 

Considering what was known in 1 968, 
the Corvette stylists did an admirable job. 

The Astro-Vette started life as a blue-on-blue 
’68 Corvette coupe with a 427/400 engine 
and three-speed Turbo-Hydramatic. The car 
received zero performance enhancements. 

This was strictly a styling exercise. The front 
was seriously extended, close to that of the 
Make Shark II and the front grille opening was 
reduced like a Bonneville racer might be. The 
production chin spoiler was not added. We all 
know the ’68-’72 Corvette big-block domed 
hood. So, where’s the dome for the big block 
engine? There’s a very subtle center sec- 
tion rise that begins close to the leading edge 
of the nose that runs back to the windshield. 
This is probably where the ’73-’99 hood came 
from. And what should be a bumper appeared 
to be completely faired in with the body. They 
might have been thinking of an Endura front 
bumper for the Corvette. On the front fenders 
what looked like possible vent flaps were actu- 
ally only scribe lines. The cut-down windscreen 
was straight off the road racing track and 


while reducing the overall fron- 
tal area, it wasn’t doing much 
for aerodynamics since the inte- 
rior was open. The B-pillar is 
very cool. It’s been chopped 
and shaped into an airfoil. Bring- 
ing up the rear, the side skirts 
that were intended to smooth 
out the airflow were a “love ’em 
or hate ’em” kind of thing, and 
were generally not well received. 
The smooth wheel covers were 
also a throwback to the olden 
days of streamlining. The back 
end was seriously tapered and 
actually looks like an exagger- 
ated version of what we saw on 
the ’74 Corvette’s rear bumper 
cover. The same look was later 
applied to the Manta Ray show 
car. Taillights were non-tradi- 
tional horizontal slats. The original blue interior 
was died black and completely stock, except 
for a racing steering wheel. 

Out on the show car circuit, the Astro- 
Vette went over like a belch in church and was 
quickly relegated to secondary car shows. The 
Astro-Vette was nicknamed “Moby Dick.” NOT 
a compliment. It wasn’t long before the car 
was put into solitary confinement long-term 
storage. Somewhere along it’s lifeline the car 
was painted orange. It’s best we didn’t have to 
see that. Then in 1 992 the car was refurbished 
to its original configuration. 

So, what would have helped? A few things; 
the car should have been lowered and given 
a slight forward rake with the front end droop- 
ing down a little. Lakes pipes should have 
graced the sides. The entire roof section 
should have been similar to the ’69 Manta Ray. 
Functional front fender flaps would have been 
nice, as well as a real, full bellypan. Then the 
car should have been wind tunnel tested and 
taken to Bonneville, powered by a 427 ZL1 
engine with very tall gears. A national speed 
record would have added credibility. And lastly, 
repainted Rally Red, Le Mans Blue, or Silver- 
stone Silver, vette 
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Y ou’ve spent months working 
over your fiberglass until it was 
razor straight. Countless hours 
were spent getting every gap 
and detail just right in prepara- 
tion for paint. But onoe the paint 
is laid down another step is required to get 
the big payoff from all your hard work: the out 
and buff. 


lan 


Best of Show Coach Works in Escondido, 
California, to watch Jon Lindstrom work over 
Dick Kvamme’s freshly painted ’61 Corvette. 
Jon’s been doing this since dinosaurs roamed 
the Earth and he’s learned what works and 
what doesn’t. More importantly, he has a keen 
eye and the patience it takes to spend 40, 

50, or even 60 hours to create a show-winning 

finish. VETTE 


The cut and buff procedure, also known as 
color sanding and buffing, is the key to turning 
an average paintjob into a show-stopping, and 
winning, work of art. A talented painter can lay 
down the paint nice enough to please many 
people, but to get that mile-deep mirror finish 
requires more work. 

Color sanding, if done correctly, can turn a 
good paintjob into an amazing one. The idea 
is to smooth out the tiny waves and bumps 
in the clearcoat (commonly referred to as 
orange peel) to get rid of minute imperfections 
in the finish. Very specialized high-grit papers 
are used that range from 400- all the way to 
super-fine 3,000-grit varieties. Paper is not a 
place to cheap out on since an inconsistent 
grit will make it nearly impossible buff out. 

This is definitely an area where “practice 
makes perfect” and if you’re new to this then 
you might want to spray a few test panels to 
practice on first. For some professional guid- 
ance on how to do this we cruised over to 



m To get the job 
done right you 
need the right materi- 
als. What you see here 
is far more than enough 
to do a cut and buff job 
Between materials such 
as buffing pads, com- 
pounds, and papers 
expect to spend about 
$300, give or take. 

For this cut and pol- 
ish we decided to use 
Meguiar's line of profes- 
sional grade materials. 
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sl°wn f REG. PRICE $?i<a9 

stores or HarborFreipmxonr or by calling 


SAVE 


^.5 HP. 21 gallon 
125 PSI VERTICAL 
AIR COMPRESSOR 
CENTRALPNEUMATIG 


Item 67847 
shown 


LOT NO. 67847 
61454/61693 


$14999 


REG. 

PRICE 

$219.99 


LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Otter good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

^^PIECEVERfcVEWEELDd^^^^^ 

Haiil liviaster . 

• 1500 lb. Capacity 


LOT NO. 
67338/60343 


^ G- G ^ occy Pannot be used with other discount 1 


3 TON HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL JACK STANDS 

lot no. 38846 

69597/61196/62392 


I nil 11 III li 30 Oa* G (j ^ith other discount . 


^WELDING 


SAVE 

41 % 


MIG-FLUX 
WELDING CART 

Welder and accessories 
sold separately. 

LOT NO. 69340/60790 
90305/61316 

Item 69340 shown 


Item 38846 
shown 


IfflllBIMMlPF**'''™ 


$2489 

REG. PRICE I 

TORQUE 
WRENCHES 


$3499 




REG. 

PRICE 

$59.99 


^ _ __ Item 67338 

CAWP shown 


37% 


$4999 


3 REG. PRICE $79.99 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Otter good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


PITTSBURGHim \ 
Accuracy >V 1/4" DRIVE « 

within ±4% LOT NO. 2696/61277 j 

YOUR CHOICE! 3/8" DRIVE 

LOT NO. 807/61276 

1/2" DRIVE 

REG.TrICE $29.99 UO70 239/62431 

Item 239 
X/ V shown 

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transterable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Otter good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


INDUSTRIAL QUALITY 
SUPER HIGH TORQUE 
IMPACT WRENCH 

lot no. 68424 l 
vauual . 700 n. lbs. 

Max. Torque 

# » REG. PRICE $12?^ 


.LIMIT 7 - Good at our 














[TECH] 

POLISHED TO PERFEOTION 



This is what we're trying to get rid of, the infamous 
orange peei. How much you have determines which grit 
of paper you should start with. Jon never starts with anything 
more aggressive than 400-grit paper. The idea is to replace the 
coarse scratches from leveling the paint's surface with progres- 
sively finer and finer scratches that can eventually be hidden 
with polish. It's a tedious, time-consuming process, but the results 
can be well worth the extra effort. 



smooth. Soon, that orange peel will be a distant memory. 




easily be “burned through" and require extra diligence and care. 


Some guys use pinstriping tape to protect edges like this from 
being accidentally hit with the sanding block, but Jon is skilled 
enough to know how to stay away from it. 



step and go over the car with 1,000-grit paper. The reason is that 


the 1,200 doesn't always remove every 800-grit scratch, and the 
extra step really pays off when he gets to the buffing stage. 



water is the key? If you're wondering about the green tape on 
Jon's fingers that's a tip from Charlie Hutton. It keeps Jon's digits 
from being worn though as he often spends 8 to 10 hours a day 
sanding and polishing. 



and lots of slightly soapy water. Patience and care are the keys 


since horizontal ridges like this typically have a bit less clear on 
them compared to flat surfaces. 
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C) Jon then goes at the 
O panel with 2,000- 
grit paper and a soft foam 
Meguiar's pad. Jon really 
likes the properties of the 
Meguiar's paper. Its uniform 
grit doesn't load up quickly 
which means it lasts as well 
as performs. Jon also feels 
that cheap paper doesn't 
pay off in the long run. He 
had used this Nikken sili- 
con-carbide paper years ago, 
but it became impossible 
to find. He was very happy 
when it turned up under the 
Meguiar's label. 





Corvettes are all we do. 


O beautiful. 

Cruising under spacious skies in a Corvette is the embodiment of 

Made in the USA. Enter C7 - a rolling showcase of automotive 
engineering done right. Since 1977 Zip Products has helped 
cross flags enthusiasts command their open road. We're committed. 
From sea to shining sea. Now that's what we call beautiful. 




catqlogsl 


1977.201: 


Parts. Performance. Apparel. Accessories. '53 to C7 Stingray. 
uiuiui.zip-coruette.com 800-(l62-(l632 ji]ten]dtiondi804 /4B 2200 


corvette parts & accessories 





grit, Jon gets busy with some Buflex 
2,500- (green) and then 3,000- (black) 
grit paper and a soft foam pad. While 
some shops stop at 2,000 and start 
with the buffer, Jon feels that going the 
extra steps with the finer grits pays 
off big in the final finish. The Buflex 
paper is hard to find, but is made by 
Kovax out of Tokyo, Japan (kovax.com or 
eagleabrasives.com). It runs nearly $1 a 
sheet, but it's worth every penny. 



color-sanding is done. Notice the cross- 


hatch pattern of the sanding marks. 
With this done it's time to move on to 
some fun with power tools. 



The compound used here is Meguiar's 
Ultra-Cut. It's designed to remove 


scratches from 1,200-grit and finer. The 
key is not to overload the pad with com- 
pound and to be careful not to burn 
through the paint with the wool pad. 
Speed comes with practice so if you're 
new to this Jon suggests you go slow 
and get a feel for the process, or bet- 
ter yet, practice on a spare section of 
painted fiberglass to get the hang of it. 


54 


VETTE 15.07 








finer swirls. To get rid of these Jon 


switches to a Meguiar's Soft-Buff 8-inch 
polishing pad and their professional Ultra 
Finishing Polish. 



spray dataller. This cleans the panel 


but doesn't leave behind any residues 
so that Jon can look for any spots 
he's missed. 



1 Compare this 

I shot to the ear- 

lier one before Jon 
started buffing and you 
can see that the differ- 
ence is downright amaz- 
ing. You can also see 
the orange peel on the 
gas door to the left. 
When you think of the 
work required on this 
one section and then 
apply that to the entire 
car it's easy to see how 
a high-end, show-quality 
job can take well over 
40 hours to do right. 



Bolt On 225+ HP with 
otherwise stock C7's 


THE LARGEST POWER GAINS 


Largest Intercoolers • OEM Quality • Expandable from 650-1,400 HP 
Simple Bolt-On Installation • 100% Complete, No Permanent Modifications 


tGOO+ HP CG 

C6 Race Intercooler, F-1X ProCharger 


HO Intercooled System, F-1A ProCharger 
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POLISHED TO PERFEOTION 



15-16 


Here'S a good before-and-after example of the big payoff from doing 
a proper cut and buff on a car. This is on the hood of the Corvette. 




When Jon can't find just the right block he switches to 
small flexible pads. These better conform to curves so that 
Jon can get consistent results. Again, extra care is taken with the 
sharp edges since burning through the clear would mean having 
to repaint the panel. 


Sometimes the 8-inch wool pads are just too big to get 
into the smaller areas around the car. In those cases Jon 
breaks out this mini wool pad. In areas that are even too tight for 
this Jon has to finesse the finish by hand. 





1 To finish up the 

I car we used our 

Meguiar's Dual-Action 
polisher along with the 
appropriate pads and 
their Ultimate line of 
polishes and wax. 
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MAXIMUM VEHICLE CONTROL STARTS WfTH ENERGY'S 
PERFORMANCE POLYURETHANE. SINCE 
7983, ENERGY SUSPENSION POLYURETHANE HAS BEEN 
FORMULATED tN-HOUSE SPECIFICALLY FOR EACH 
COMPONENT AND IS WHY MORE ENTHUSIASTS ASK 
FOR IT BY NAME. 


' FRONT & REAR CONTROL ARM BUSHINGS 
NOW AVAILABLE FOR C6. 


ENERGYSUSPEh;StOI<j.COM 888^92.11250 



* 600 ft-lb rated, cuts your highway rpms by up to 36%, 
original 4-speed shift position, no mods to tunnel or console, 

950 ft-lb Xtreme upgrade available 

* Short throw White Lightning bias adjustable billet 
shifter - Fits your original shifter position and console, 
provides great feedback 

• 3.0" Seamless DOM Driveshaft - race balanced with cryo 
hardened yoke and solid u-joints 

• Complete installation kit with poly mount, Weatherseal reverse 
light wiring harness, pilot bearing, shift lever and hardware pack 

5-SPEEDS, B-SPEEDS B 4-SPEED flUTOMflTiCS FOR VETTES 


P Hundreds of Science 
Friction Clutch and Flywheel 
Dptions including our patent pending 
Wawe-LAFT dutch for 
track and &tre^ combo action 


Optional ^dramaK 
hyckaolic clutch 
conversion for 
smooth and 
accurate shifts 


sales@americanpowei1raiii.com www.americanpowertrain.com 931 - 646-4836 
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Over the years Jon has collected a menag- 


erie of various pads, blocks, and widgets 
for getting paint just right. We found sec- 
tions of radiator hose, metal tubes, and 
even blocks of wood. There was even a 
small block of aluminum that Jon says is 
perfect for sanding out runs. 


Sources 


BEST OF SHOW COACH WORKS 

760.480.0227 

bestofshowcoachworks.com 


MEGUIAR^S 

meguiars.com 




GHAPHIC INTHRFAGH 


Jon Lindstrom has been doing this a long time and over the years 
he's picked up quite a few tricks. When cutting down over graph- 
ics, like these stripes, he uses a different technique compared to 
regular panels. As Jon told us, “Charlie Hutton, of Foose and Cod- 
dington fame, stopped by the shop and said that we should start 
with a coarser paper and a harder block to knock down the areas 
over graphics." This is because, with today's high-solids clears, 
a soft pad will just float over the bumps rather than knock them 
down. Depending on the condition of the paint, Jon starts with 
either 400- or 600-grit paper. In this case he chose 600-grit. 


Stripes or other graphics painted on a car require a slightly different approach. Sure, they are typically covered by numerous layers of clear, 
but the lines can still be felt so it’s necessary to do some sanding to get that true “buried” look. Our Vette didn’t have any graphics so we 
borrowed a fender from another Chevy. Yeah, it’s not a Corvette, but the process is the same. 


The 600-grit paper is 
wrapped around this 
3M rubber squee- 
gee. Jon has found 
that it's hard enough 
to knock down edges 
yet flexible enough 
to conform to the 
contours of the car. 
Also key to this pro- 
cess is water, lots of 
water. Jon adds a bit 
of Ivory dish soap to 
the water and lets 
the paper soak for a bit to get soft. The soap helps the paper slide 
against the paint and Jon has found the Ivory, over other brands, 
is easier on his hands. 


Here's the result after a little bit of work. If you look close you 
will notice shiny areas adjacent to the white stripe. These are 
“valleys" in the paint and the goal is to sand until those areas 
become level with the rest of the clear. Once level, the area is 
finished in steps like the other sections of the car. 
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Bill's Corvette has undergone 
a subtle transformation since he 
purchased it. Here he is ready lap 
the Sebring track with his new 
Forgeline wheels and Michelin tires. 



m 


(Left) This is how Bill's 
C7 looked shortly after 
he purchased it in the 
summer of 2014. 


(Right) The tow hooks are 
mounted to the Corvette's 
crash bumper beam for 
strength. The kit includes 
all of the mounting hard- 
ware and instructions. 


# 


/ 


# 


i 




/ 
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HOW TO PREP YOUR NEW 07 FOR SERIOUS TRAOK DUTY 


WALT THURN WORDS I PHOTOS 


ieutenant Colonel Bill McClendon 
spent 20 years protecting our coun- 
try as a Top Gun fighter pilot. He flew 
into many of the world’s hot spots 
during his career and survived without 
a scratch. His favorite ride was the 
F-15C Eagle twin-engine air superiority fighter. 
An F-15, like the one Bill flew, broke eight 
international climb records. These included 
accelerating from a dead stop and climbing 
vertically to 98,425 feet in 3 minutes and 27.8 
seconds! The F-15 is capable of topping out at 


over Mach 2.5 (1 ,900-i- mph). Bill has the need 
for speed! 

In 2004, he was offered a civilian busi- 
ness opportunity so he hung up his helmet 
and left his trusted F-15. This business oppor- 
tunity was successful and enabled him to 
retire. He now lives in Florida and captains 
a 35-foot offshore fishing boat and attends 
road racing track days. Bill has owned dif- 
ferent sports cars, but never a Corvette. 

The racing bug hit him in early 2014 when 
a friend told him about Chin Motorsports 


Association (chinmotorsports.com). Chin pro- 
vides scheduled driving days at racetracks 
like Sebring, Road Atlanta, Watkins Glen, and 
Homestead. Bill felt that driving on a race- 
track would help fill the void of no longer fly- 
ing a high-performance fighter. At the time 
he owned a Nissan 370Z and quickly real- 
ized it was not the right car for track events. 
He began researching for a suitable car and 
decided to buy a Porsche GT3. A Porsche 
GT3 owner referred him to Rene and Arlene 
Meyer of Action Imports in Saint Petersburg, 
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Lieutenant Colonel Bill 
McClendon poses by 
his favorite fighter the 
F-15 Eagle. He spent 
many years defend- 
ing our country in this 
amazing fighter. 


After the C7 returned from its initial outing at Road Atlanta. 
Speed Syndicate installed these Sparco racing seats. 


Bill has accu- 
mulated 27 
track days on 
his stock Z51 
brakes and this 
is the result. 

The caliper color 
had changed 
because of brake 
heat. The brake 
pads, calipers, 
and rotors are 
being replaced. 


This carbon-fiber sidesill being installed is part of a C7 aero package 
from Nowicki Autosport. The package includes front splitter, sidesills. 
rear spoiler, and adjustable Gurney flap. 


Florida (actionimportsrepair.com). The Meyers 
explained the difference in maintenance costs 
between a Porsche and a Corvette. Even 
though Rene repairs Porsches, he and his wife 
own and track day C3 and C6 Corvettes. They 
convinced him that a Corvette would be his 
best choice so he passed on the Porsche. 

The new C7 appealed to Bill, because like 
his F-15, it is an advanced design and offers 
excellent out-of-the-box performance at a rea- 
sonable price. He purchased a black Z51 
manual seven-speed coupe with the 3LT 


interior. He told us “I bought the 3LT inte- 
rior, because my intentions were to use it as a 
daily driver and go to the track on weekends. 
The 3LT interior makes the C7 a more com- 
fortable car to drive. However, it has spent 
more time on the track than the street, so I 
really didn’t need that package.” He bought it 
a week before a scheduled Road Atlanta Chin 
event and found a detailed guide in the own- 
er’s manual on how to prepare the car for the 
track. One of the recommendations was not 
to track it before 1 ,500 miles. Upon arriving at 


Road Atlanta, the C7 had 1 ,503 miles on it. 
His pit equipment was a tire pressure gauge, 
folding chair, and a cooler. The car did great 
and he used up the OEM brake pads by the 
end of the weekend. His only squawk was it 
needed better seats. 

Shortly after Road Atlanta, two Sparco 
seats were installed by Chris Vallee at Speed 
Syndicate (speedsyn.com). Chris also installed 
a Shark Bar from Vette Works to secure the 
CMP six-point harnesses to the car. Chris fin- 
ished by doing a track alignment. Since those 


VETTEWEB.COM 
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SPEED MERCHANT 


changes the C7 has been tracked at Daytona, 
Sebring, Palm Beach, and Homestead and 
Bill reports that his skill level is improving. He 
has done 27 track days in six months. He also 
attended the three-day Skip Barber Sebring 
basic and two-day advanced driving course. 
That helped him to improve his confidence and 
driving skills. 

He feels that the best C7 strength is the 
performance you get for the price. You can 
take your helmet, go to the track, and have a 
great time. It is extremely balanced and does 
not oversteer unless you induce that with the 
throttle. Its biggest weakness is brake cool- 
ing. Before his skill level improved, the brakes 
were adequate, but as he went faster the 
brakes faded much more quickly. In reality, the 
average owner is probably not pushing their 
C7 as hard as he is so they might not experi- 
ence this issue. The car also exhibits too much 
body roll even with the suspension set on the 
Track mode. He plans is to install stiffer sway 
bars and springs when they become available. 
Lowering the car is recommended, but that 
would make it more difficult to drive on the 
street, so that has not been done. Also, when 
a front brake cooling package is available, it 
will be installed. 


Bill learned about Van Steel Corvette 
Suspension Brakes & Steering (vansteel.com) 
after Corvette owner Rene Meyer recom- 
mended them. 

Bill found out that Van Steel is an autho- 
rized vendor for Wilwood Brakes, Forgeline 


Wheels, Phoenix Racing, and Nowicki Auto- 
sport. Van Steel’s business manager and 
suspension expert Paul Lesinski helped Bill 
develop a modification plan for his C7. This 
included adding tow hooks, Wilwood brakes, 
a Nowicki aero package. Forgeline wheels. 



Danny Dorsett, owner of Van Steel, takes the C7 for a test drive after the track modifica- 
tions have been completed. The test was successful so Bill headed to Sebring. 



Van Steel added tow hooks from 
Phoenix Racing. The front and rear 
bumper covers had to be removed 
to complete this installation. 


The front hook mounts to the bumper beam so the front bumper cover needed 
to be removed before it could be installed. When installation is complete, a 
small opening in the grille enables the hook to be attached to the bracket. 



(Left) After the rear 
bracket is installed and 
the bumper cover rein- 
stalled, a small factory 
cutout in the bumper 
allows the tow hook to 
be attached. 


(Right) Upon closer 
inspection, the Z51 cal- 
iper dust covers show 
extensive damage from 
the constant track use. 
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BONUS 

TICKETS 


USE CODE: 

VE0715C 

WITH A $20 
MINIMUM DONATION 


WIN BOTH 


PLUS SSO.OOO FOR TAXES 


TOP-FLIGHT WINNERI 


A HOM& 


YOUR DONATION TO 


ALSO SUPPORTS 
DETRIOT RESCUE MISSION AND SMfLE NETWORK 





SUPERCHARGED ROCKET 

sots CORVETTE ZOE 
UitTH ZOT TRACK PACKAGE 
ESty^ rss HP. B'SPEEO AUTOMATIC 


ENHANCED BY; 


ZITTOEFJt 


ZMErt 





TO SEE THE WHOLE PRIZE PACKAGE, GO TO: 

www.WinTheVettes.com or call toll free 877-700-8946 


ENTER TO WIN AND HELP CHILDREN IN NEED! 


□ VKA 


Address 


USE PROMO CDDE:VE0715C 


Security Code 


I I I hereby certify that I am 18 years of age or older and agree to abide by the official rules. 

I I Email 

No charge for email -receive your tickets fast and FREE! ^17777777771^ 

, — ^ FOR MAILED ORDERS, MAKE 

I I Mail Tickets Shipping Charges = $1 .95 U.S. or $4.95 non-U.S. CHECKS PAYABLE TO 

Please allow 2-3 weeks for mail delivery NBCH, PO Box 17188, 

Credit Card Donations may be faxed to: 317-807-0526 Indianapolis, IN 46217-0188 





SPONSOR OF THIS 
"S GIVEAWAY 


DONATION PACKAGES 

□S3 1 TICKET □ $75 65TlCKErS +5 

□ $10 5TICKETS □ $100 ... 100TICKETS +5 

□ $20 15TICKETS +5 □ $200 ...240TICKETS +5 

□ $35 30TICKETS +5 □ $300 ...360TICKETS +5 

□ $50 40TICKETS +5 □ $500... 600 TICKETS +5 

TICKET DONATION AMOUNT: 

SHIPPING: 

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: 

NBCH is the sole sponsor of this giveaway. NBCH is a nonprofit provider of long-term 
residential care with a mission to provide foster children a safe family atmosphere where 
they can heal, grow and be loved while working through many difficult life issues. 

No donation necessary. A donation will not 
increase your chances of winning. 


NO PURCHASE, CONTRIBUTION, DONATION OR PAYMENT IS NECESSARY AND MAKING ONE WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. Donations are tax-deductible to 
the fullest extent of the law. 2015 Corvette Dream Giveaway starts on February 1, 2015 and ends December 30, 2015 at 1 1:59 p.m. EST.This giveaway is open to residents of the U.S. and 
Canada (except Quebec) and other countries and U.S. territories and possessions only where offered and permitted by law, age 1 8 and older. Void where prohibited. Odds of winning 
equal to one divided by the total number of tickets issued. This ad is for information purposes only, for entry and official rules including free entry method visit www.dreamgiveaway. 
com/dg/corvette/official-rules. The Sponsor, New Beginning Children's Homes, Inc., a 501 (c)3 organization, PO Box 529 Centerton AR 72719, is a licensee of the Dream Giveaway® 
brand. *$50,000 for TAXES applies to payment on behalf of winner for IRS withholding requirement, additional taxes may be owed. Prizes identified, logos, brands and other trademarks 
referred to within a Dream Giveaway are the property of their respective trademark holders and are not sponsors of this promotion. 
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and Michelin tires. Regarding tires, he 
reports that his best lap time on the 
OEM Michelin Pilot Super Sports at 
Sebring was a 2:35. Next, Toyo R888 
R-compound tires were added and 
his times dropped to a 2:30. Finally, 
Forgeline 19x10 front and 19x1 1 .5 
rear rims were added with Michelin 
slicks. The Michelins are 24/65- 
19 front and 29/67-19 rear medium 
compound slicks. His Sebring lap 
times are now 2:25. So these mod- 
ifications have produced positive 
results. This C7 has helped fill a void 
he has had since stepping out of his 
F-15. It’s not easy driving a car fast 
around a road course. However, the 
C7 Corvette is such a great car that 
it is helping him improve his driving 
skills in record time. Bill says that they 
hit a grand slam with the 07. His next 
stop will be a Ron Fellows Corvette 
driving school. Good luck, be safe, 
and thanks for your service! vette 



Chin Motorsports held a track day at Sebring International Raceway that Bill attended. His lap 
times improved enough that a Chin instructor moved him up a class after a check ride. 



This Wilwood brake kit will give the C7 Van Steel installed this nickel-plated Wilwood AeroS 

increased braking durability at the track. six-piston brake kit (PN 140-13697-N) onto Bill's C7. 

The rotors measure 14.25 inches in diameter. 




The C7 exhibits very little 
body lean as it exits Turn 
15 at Sebring. When he first 
raced at Sebring his time 
was 2:35. Now he is lapping 
at 2:25 and thinks he can 
shave five more seconds 
from this time. 
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Brake Upgrade Kits 

SIX FABULOUS CHOICES 

to suit every driving styie and budget. 

Ail EBC rotors are now black GEOMET® 
corrosion resistant coated... 

These rotors WILL NOT RUST 



Vehicle Type Price 


Stage 1 Kit 


Ultimax Daily driver pads & Geomet black OEM style rotors 

Any Vehicle 

$99 

Stage 2 Kit 

Greenstuff sport pads & USR slotted black Geomet Rotors 

Car 

$145 

Stage 3 Kit 

Greenstuff Trucksport pads & GD sport drilled black Geomet rotors 

Truck/SUV 

$175 

Stage 4 Kit 

Redstuff premium fast street pads & USR slotted black Geomet rotors 

Car 

$195 

Stage 5 Kit 

Yellowstuff highest friction pads & GD sport drilled black Geomet rotors 

Any Vehicle $245 


Kit includes 100% British made ECO friendly quality high efficiency EBC brake pads fully tested 
and approved to meet or exceed all known standards plus premium Geomet corrosion resistant 
G3000 iron rotors of your pattern choice. Geomet is the NUMBER ONE brake rotor anti corrosion 
surface coating used by OEM builders (they use silver, we prefer black Geomet). Coating 
withstands severe salt spray tests for 
corrosion resistance. 


Ask at Pep Boys 
or your local retailer or BRAKES 

shop online at .... www.ebcbrakes.com 






street Pro & 
Super Street Pro 

Better quality and 
lower prices than other 
single disc clutch kits 
on the market. 


New Direct Fit 
Conversion Kits along 
with the most 
innovative Hydraulic 
Bearings on the 
market. 





[FEATURE] 


NOTBmUGH 

BEAU HURLEY’S ’07 Z06 IS A BAD HABIT WORTH HAVING 

JOHN MACHAQUEIRO WORDS I PHOTOS 


B ig horsepower is addictive. Once 
you get a taste, it’s like any other 
drug where you always want a lit- 
tle more, and you crave the next 
big hit. Just like most drugs, the 
quest for more ponies can also 
prove to be an expensive habit with repeated 
fixes. For many Corvette owners, the over-the- 
counter C6 or C7 satisfies their needs; after all, 
the bang for the buck factor is hard to beat, 
but the potential rush of the addictive stuff is 
missed. The Z06, while a little more expensive, 
will give you a different high and kick things 
up to the next level. That’s why New Yorker 


James “Beau” Hurley decided to invest in an 
’07 Velocity Yellow C6 ZOO. He explains, “At 
the time, the ZOO was the best power per 
dollar vehicle available.” 

While no stranger to fast cars, before buy- 
ing the ZOO a ’08 Nova SS with a Pro Street 
472-big-block was fulfilling his speed addic- 
tion. It was tubbed, blown, and juiced with 
nitrous. It was also not a car that you would 
consider user friendly. Beau’s other ride was 
a warmed-over BMW with some bolt-on per- 
formance parts. Bavaria’s finest just couldn’t 
cut it when it came down to planting serious 
power to the pavement. 


At this point you know Beau dropped the 
cash on a Z06, but you might be wonder- 
ing when he purchased it. It was in 2007, and 
it was new, and yes, he did void his warranty 
before the new-car smell evaporated. In a mat- 
ter of weeks after bringing the ZOO home, the 
first wave of upgrades took place. He added 
a forced-air intake, exhaust, and a tune to try 
and increase the already respectable 505 hp 
being pumped out of the stock LS7. “There 
was a noticeable increase with the mods, but 
it wasn’t enough,” he points out. 

Since he was after more power, uncorking it 
from the existing mill meant playing with some 



66 


VETTE 15.07 



forced induction. Using the LS7 as the start- 
ing point, he consulted with Dave Kogan, the 
owner of Kogan Motorsports in Long isiand. 
New York, as to what direction to take. The 
end resuit was a high-compression mill running 
a Vortech Si trim blower on low boost utiliz- 
ing the stock block and heads. While it made 


respectable gains. Beau still wasn’t satisfied, 
Undaunted in his conviction that a blown 
engine was the way to go, he embarked in 
a different direction. With the high-compres- 
sion/low-boost combination not stacking up 
reversing that recipe seemed like the right 
approach. Beau once again employed the 


services of Kogan Motorsports to handle all 
the machine work and some guidance. 

After a fair amount of research and a 
wealth of knowledge gained from the previ- 
ous attempt, the second effort started with 
an ERL Performance LS Superdeck six-bolt 
block with 1 /2-inch ARP head studs, Callies 
stroker crank, Wiseco forged pistons. Comp- 
star connecting rods, CNC-ported All Pro LS7 
Retro heads, and an All Pro high-rise port- 
matched manifold, while the bumpstick was 
a custom-made piece by Kogan Motorsports. 






/JSt 
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NOT ENOUGH 


Using a Vortech Billet YSi blower assisted by 
an Alkycontrol Methanol Injection System, he 
cranked up the boost to 16 psi. An Aeromotive 
Fuel system with 1 ,000cc injectors was cho- 
sen to keep the thirsty LS7 fed at all times. 

This was his foundation for some stout 
horsepower. The engine wasn’t the only thing 
that he focused on. Beau knew that as the 
power curve increased, so would the demands 
on the rest of the drivetrain. Shifting was rein- 
forced with a Rockland Standard Gear Tran- 
szilla gearbox and an RPS triple-disc carbon 
clutch. Moving to the rear, he added a car- 
bon-fiber driveshaft and 1 ,000hp-level axle/ 
hub kit from The Driveshaft Shop. The rear 
was beefed up with a Getrag welded housing 
and an Eaton limited-slip differential. Letting 
this new combo breathe was facilitated by a 
set of American Racing long-tube 2-inch head- 
ers dumping into 3-inch pipes running back to 
a B&B Z06 Fusion exhaust. 

At this point it is worth pointing out that 
Beau was doing much of the wrenching on 
the car, and it was all taking place in a one- 
car garage in Elmsford, New York. His back- 
ground as an auto and diesel mechanic was 
put to the test with this build. Beau was also 
fortunate to have good friends with special- 
ized skills to guide him along the way. His high 
school buddy Chuck Mosello, the owner of 
Corvettes of Westchester, was instrumental in 
helping him set up the rear differential. Addi- 
tional upgrades were also done to the suspen- 
sion. The Z06 has a reputation as an excep- 
tionally capable track car; however. Beau 
wanted the Corvette to have more of a street/ 
strip setup so he swapped out the stock 
mono-leaf and installed a set of Pfadt coilovers 
at all four corners, along with Pfadt sway bars. 
The last piece of the performance puzzle was 
the selection of 360 Forged wheels. The fronts 
measure 1 9x1 0 and are wrapped in Nitto Invo 
285/30ZR19 tires, while at the rear, 20x10 
wheels are shod with 345/25ZR20 Nitto Invos. 

With the anticipation of the high-horsepower 
output, the safety aspects were also consid- 
ered, and as a result. Beau installed a 
rollbar and also fitted a Safecraft fire suppres- 
sion system. 

Perhaps the most striking aspect of the 
transformation has been the replacement of 
the Velocity Yellow paint. While some might 
look at his car and think along the lines of a 
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- : after 

. •: BRlNGING^THE'ZOe^tdQMEjTH&nRST VWE 

'-^.^^EORCED-AIR'INTAKE/EXRAUST; and a tune 
TO TRY-AND INCREASE THE ALREADY RESPECTABLE 
505 HP BEING PUMPED OUT OE THE STOCK LS7. 
“THERE WAS A NOTICEABLE INCREASE WITH THE 


MODS, BUT IT WASN’T ENOUGH,” HE POINTS OUT 



With numerous tweaks, he has managed to 
deliver 1 ,000 horses to the rear wheels. 

As is the case with most comprehensive 
builds, they don’t happen overnight and usu- 
ally involve a number of people and busi- 
nesses at a given point in time. He explains, 
“During the course of the build, I met people 
who became friends, and friends who helped 
me with the build.” Regretfully, his close friend 
Ron Casali never saw the car finished. His life 
was cut short as a result of brain cancer. On 
the shifter. Beau has placed a wristband with 
Ron’s name to serve as an homage and a 
reminder of his friend. 

Since the Z06 has been a work in progress, 
it is likely that there will eventually be more 
changes made, and the power curve will 
again spike up. For now. Beau is satisfied with 
the result. He has achieved a balance that 
allows him to win trophies on a show field or 
a dragstrip. vehe 


Richard Petty STP themed car, or perhaps a 
hint of Gulf Racing colors. Beau points out 
that, “Originally we were toying around with a 
pastel grey color and bright blue accents.” This 
was a color combination that he had spotted 
on a few Lamborghinis, and carefully consid- 
ered for the Z06. After buying a few diecast 
Corvettes and painting them in that color, he 
realized that palette of colors wouldn’t work. 
The blue and orange combination came about 
when he spotted a Porsche wearing that color 
pairing. The blue is a custom blend very simi- 
lar to what was on that 91 1 , while the orange 
is a derivative of ’69 GM Hugger Orange. The 
task of applying the new paint scheme was 
entrusted to Gregg Reith, at Auto Exclusive in 
Ardsley, New York. 

As the car came together, finding that sweet 
performance spot where everything was in 
harmony was the goal. That meant getting 
a precise tune done on the engine. Chuck 
Mosello did the initial tune on the car, and then 
guided Beau as he picked up the tuning reins. 
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HERE, THEmL 
AND IN BETWEEN 

A DIFFERENT WAY TO ROUTE ENGINE WIRING THROUGH THE FIREWALL 

y//////////////////////////////////////////////^^^^ JEREMY D. CLOUGH WORDS I PHOTOS 



Y ou learn things when you build 
a car, and if it takes you long 
enough, you’ll learn enough to 
improve on your original plan 
by the time you get to the later 
stages. This is part, but not all, 
of what accounts for having to do everything 
three times. In our case, that is nowhere truer 
than in wiring up Scarlett’s LS3 416 to the 
FAST XFI computer and ignition box. 

FAST generously provided not only the ECU 
and spark box but also the wiring harnesses 
to connect them to the engine and each other. 
We quickly ran into a very basic problem, how- 
ever: a lack of space. Since mounting the 
computer under the hood seemed unwise, we 
initially put it beneath the center console only 
to discover that it interfered with the controls 
for our Vintage Air system. Mounting it under 
the passenger-side dash was a non-starter 
also because of the A/C system, and screwing 


it to the kick panel left something to be desired 
aesthetically. After making sure it would clear 
our Corbeau seats, we ultimately turned to 
mounting the ECU under the driver’s seat and 
the spark box under the passenger’s. 

Unfortunately, moving them that far away 
from the engine bay left us without enough 
length for the wiring harness to reach the 
engine. Rather than extend each and every 
wire that went to the engine, we took a little 
inspiration from Mark Stielow’s book Pro Tour- 
ing: Engineered Performance, where he used 
a military grade circular connector to route 
all engine wiring through a single connector. 
After wandering around on the Internet try- 
ing to decipher all the military specifications 
(and failing), we settled on Deutsch-compatible 
Delphi HES Harsh Environment connectors. 
Sealed both by an 0-ring inside as well as a 
rubber wire seal on the outside, the circular 
HES connectors can hold as many as 47 pins 


and are designed, as their name suggests, for 
places that are hard on connections. They are 
also easily adapted for bulkhead use (buy the 
seal and nut) making them a natural fit for our 
application. We sourced them from Waytek, 
our primary source for OEM-type wiring com- 
ponents, as well as adhesive-lined heavy-duty 
shrink tube in a number of sizes. 

While simpler than the military connectors, 
there was still homework to be done in find- 
ing which connector to use. HES connec- 
tors come in two different shell sizes: 18 and 
24, with 24 being the larger. Needless to say, 
the larger the shell size, the more contacts it 
can hold. Each connector uses a mix of dif- 
ferent pin sizes: 1mm, 1.6mm, and 2.4mm. 
Each of these pin sizes then come in male or 
female, as well as different sizes based on the 
gauge wire that you intend to use and type of 
wire covering (GXLVSXL or TXL). Since we’re 
using mostly 1 8-gauge GXL wire for all but the 
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largest pins (for which we’ll be using 10-gauge 
wire), we selected 1 and 1 .6mm pins for that 
wire. The rubber wire seai aiso varies based on 
wire covering, blue is for TXL and orange is for 
GXLTSXL. While the Waytek website doesn’t 
describe all of this on the product page, there’s 
a link to the catalog page with a helpful chart, 
and there’s also a link to a multi-page prod- 
uct description from Delphi that’ll clear up any 
remaining questions. 

Once we located a mounting point for 
our connector, we then routed all the engine 
wiring from the ECU and ignition box into 
the connector using zip ties (which we’ll later 
replace with harness tape) to bundle the 
different groups of wires— coils, injectors, 
sensors, etc.— together. Under the hood, we 
effectively did the same thing, but typically built 
the individual harnesses from the connector 
to the sensors or other terminals from scratch 
and routed them through heat shrink tubing 
so we could seal it all up. We used every pin 
on our 47-pin connector— and got every wire 
on the engine, except major ground straps, 
through it. vette 



The clean, well-built injector har- 
ness provided by FAST. While we 
were able to leave part of it intact, we had 
to remove the harness plug and connect 
those wires to our multi-pin circular con- 
nector instead. 



m We started by using the body of our 
connector and a sheet of paper to 
create a template to help us locate a spot 
big enough to make the hole, and then to 
mark it. Note that there's a flat on part of 
the circle: the flat keeps the receptacle 
from turning when the plug is locked into 
place on it. 



We found an unused vacuum port 
on the driver-side firewall, near 
the throttle cable, and opened it up to the 
correct size and shape with a hand grinder. 
Before cutting, we made sure both connec- 
tors would clear the throttle cable on both 
sides of the firewall. 



you can match colors and minimize confusion later. Remember to plan for future service- 


ability. We ordered a broad selection of 18-gauge wire from Waytek Wire. This is just a 
portion of our order. 



LJ\AL^^ 


’J?' / 


You don't have to be a genius, but you do have to pay 
attention, and that includes marking the wires. We used 
3M numbering tape to label each one, generally with the pin num- 
ber from the HES connector, and wrote down everything we did in 
a spiral-bound notebook with a separate page for each group of 
wires (injectors, sensors, etc.). 



labeled the wires as far back as possible from the 
end we were going to terminate, a practice we arrived at 
the hard way. Since you always plan to have excess wire— much 
better than being too short— if the numbered label is too close to 
the end you'll wind up cutting it off and having to relabel the wire. 
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whenever pos- 
m sible, we used 
heavy-duty adhesive heat 
shrink to group the wires 
together on each subhar- 
ness, such as this one for 
the passenger-side coils. 
This adds extra protec- 
tion to the wires and keeps 
the wires grouped together 
with the rest of the wiring 
for whatever sensor/plug/ 
etc. they're going to. 


The Highest Quality Short Throw 
Shifter in the Business. Period. 



coat an€>dized for 
a lifetime of service 


• ftep/dcemertf iinkAge sphere, 
eliminates sloppy OEM 
pivot cup 


INDUSTRY FlRSTi 

NEW Billet Lower Box design 
offers near stock levels of 
shift effort when used with 
MCW's 30% Shift Reduction 
Shifter! 


The MOW C5, C6 and now C7 Corvette Shifter 
utilizes state of the art materials and design 
components. Engineered for short throw and 
shifting ease - No hard pulling left to right to 
find reverse and 1st gear, bat offers positive 
return for finding 3rd gear every time! 


* Machined from aircraft grade 
aluminum and 
stainless steel 


Modular 


Shaft Design 
allows quick 
change for 
C6 OEM handle 
to 9/ 1 6"- 18 
threaded handle 


30% reduction of 
shift throw 


Precision Thermal 
Bushings provide 
4007o more 
support of 
linkage 


Patented 
Dampening Upper 


Mounting 
design gives 
both rigid 
firm feel 
and quiet 
operation 



Includes all 
necessary hardware. 

High- Def installation 
video on the webi 


Specializing in 
Corvette, Camaro, 
Viper and Mustang 
Accessories 


wwwMC Vmd^cont 




wire stripper, which will give you bet- 
ter control and save a lot more time 
over standard plier-type strippers; a 


pair of crimping pliers; a Packard metri- 
pack crimper; and (bottom left) the frag- 
ile plastic pin removal tool, of which you 
should have several. There is an HES- 
specific set of crimpers that are in the 
few hundred dollar range, but if you're 
careful the Packards will work fine. 

If you're not careful you shouldn't be 
doing this to start with. 



1 Like many other terminals, the 
I HES pins are designed to be 
crimped to the wire for the connection 
and to the insulation for strength. This 
is where the Ideal strippers come into 
play, since you want to strip the insula- 
tion precisely to get the maximum con- 
tact between wire and terminal. 




In order 
O to get 
the wires through 
fairly narrow 
lengths of heat 
shrink, we had to 
resort to this steel 
fish tape and lubri- 
cant from Ideal. 
Just bundling the 
wires together 
won't always 
work; at a certain 
point friction wins. 



1 ^ The first crimp is to the wire, which 
I I we made using the metri-pack 
crimpers, and it should roll the metal 
of the connector around the wire from 
either side. 



^ Once the first crimp is made, the 
I remaining wings cn the terminal 
should be tightly wrapped around the 
insulation. If that part of the crimp is not 
kept round, it may be difficult to insert 
the pin into the connector, and nearly 
impossible to remove it later. Ask us 
how we know. 


1 7 Not 
I ^3 exactly 
what you 
want to see 
when you 
look inside 
your car, but 
we learned 
that hang- 
ing the wires 
off the T-top made it a iittle easier to 
keep a visual on what we had done and 
what remained to be dealt with. Once 
the wires were pinned into the con- 
nector we used zip ties to bundle them 
together by application. For final assem- 
bly we'll use harness tape and cover 
them with a protective braid cr conduit. 




^ For both the plug and 

I receptacle of the circular 

connector, the wires pass through 
this rubber wire seal before seat- 
ing in the plastic body of the 
connector. Like the housing itself, 
each hole has its contact num- 
ber molded into it. Start to pin 
out the connector from the inside 
first: the connector is pretty 
dense, and once ycu have a gocd 
numbers of wires in place getting 
to the inside is very difficult. 



We Manufacture the Best Quality interiors at our facility in 
Reedsville, Pennsylvania. We are the Preferred supplier of 
interiors throughout the Industry. Our interior products are 
available from all the major Corvette parts 
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in place. We routed each wire through a 
collar of heat shrink, terminated it, and 
mounted that pin in the connector. If we 
didn't have the correct terminals (there 
are at least three different types of metri- 
pack connectors used in the sensors and 
coils) we cut the wire extra-long and made 
a note to order the terminals. In addition to 
individual wire markers, we marked each 
subharness with a piece of painters tape 
and a written description. 



well as the different size slots into which 


the plug fits. It only goes in one way, and 
you'll want to make sure you have both 
the plug and housing oriented correctly 
when you start plugging in wires. Getting 
it done only to learn you have to twist it 
upside down to plug it in doesn't sound 
like a lot of fun. 



a bulkhead connector all you need to do 
is slip a seal over the threaded part of 
the body, push the connector through 


the bulkhead, then use the plastic nut to 
hold it in place. The nut has slots to clear 
the locking lugs on the connector before 
engaging the threads. 



tedious work, and you cannot make a 
mistake, which means checking and 
rechecking constantly. We worked slowly, 
building harnesses as we went, and it 
took about four work days to get every- 
thing laid out and get both connectors 
completely pinned out. 



with no need for the plugs we ordered— 
the blue wire seal will have to be care- 
fully pushed and prodded down into posi- 


tion. Note the ribbed locking collar, which is 
how the plug locks into the receptacle when 
they're plugged into one another. 





calls the plug) uses female terminals, and 
vice versa. Note both the different size 
terminals, and the individual numbers 


marking each hole. These are a lifesaver— 
but make sure you know which hole 
goes with which number prior to inserting 
the terminal. 



The plug with all wires pinned in 
place and the wire seal snugly 
seated in place. The molded in arrow on 
the locking collar lines up with a similar 
arrow on the body of the plug as well as 
on the receptacle. The collar is then turned 
to lock it all into place. 



With all the wires routed into the 
underhood connector, it plugs and 
locks into place on the firewall-mounted 
connector. Here, the heat shrink has yet 
to be shrunk into place, which will seal 
everything up. 



^Sources 


FAST WAYTEK, INC. 

fuelairspark.com waytekwire.com 
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PERFOHinAISICE 

VEHICLES • PARTS • RACING 

PRESENTS 




STREET MAGHiniE 


TOTHE n-19 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


640 S. 84TH ST. 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


TWICE 

NEW 

location 


Official Autocrosss 
sponsor 


BIGGER, FASTER, OPEN AUTOCROSS 

UNDISCOVERED BUILDERS' INVITATIONAL 

MEET FREIBURGER G FINNEGAN 
FROM ROADKILU. 

CROWD FAVORITE BURNOUT COMPETITION 

LAP THE MILWAUKEE MILE 

CAR CRAFT EDITORS' CHOICE AWARDS 


• MISS CAR CRAFT SUMMER NATIONALS 
COMPETITION 

• CAR CRAFT MIDNIGHT DRAGS AT 
GREAT LAKES DRAGWAY 

• REAL STREET ELIMINATOR PRO/AM 
INVITAIONAL 

• AND MUCH MORE 


rflFACEBOOK.com/CARCRAFTmAG ■TWITTER: @CAR_GRAFT 


PRE-REGISTRATION: $5D 

(rate expires 7/1D/15) 
Online atCarCraft.com 

On-Site Registration: $70 


SPECTATOR TICKETS 
Available online at 
CarCraft.Gom and on-site 
Advance: $13/ 
OayofShow: $15 


EVENT QUESTIONS? 
Call: 310.363.4231 or 
email: 

carcraftsummernatsi 

GarGraft.Gom 


VENDOR BOOTH INFO: 
Contact Martha Carrasco 
949.705.3135 






Prince could hardly believe he would finally own 
the '59 his father bought new so many years ago, 
and which he had heard about his whole life. 


RARE 


-INDS 
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I ^Do you have a 
I Rare Find story or lead 

I to share? Contact Jerry Heasley 

i atjerryheasley@gmail.com. 

I JERRY HEASLEY words I photos 

z 



Michael Prince could hardly contain 
his excitement. He’d heard stories 
of his father’s ’59 fuel-injected 
Corvette all his life, and now he 
was the winning bidder for the car, walled up 
inside a barn for 44 years. As Prince stated, “I 
had to chain saw trees that were 1 6 inches in 
diameter.” Then, once inside the barn, Prince 
had to tear down wooden walls the owner had 
placed around the ’59 Vette to keep lookie-loos 
away from his treasure. 

But, the story gets even stranger. For most 
of his life Michael Prince actually knew the 
owner, Carroll Johnson. “There was a period of 
time of about three years, from 2004 to 2007, 
when I saw him almost every work day.” The 
two worked for Prince’s uncle. Many times, 
Prince would ask if he could take a look at it or 
if he’d be willing to sell it. 

Johnson wouldn’t say no. Instead, he would 
“just walk away.” Growing up, Michael heard 
stories from his father about the Snowcrest 


White, fuel-injected/four-speed Vette. Right 
after buying the Vette, his father “promptly 
removed the hubcaps and chromed the 
wheels and added chrome center caps to 
complement the wide whites.” 

“He told me about running the car on 
Mulholland Dr. I’ve got pictures of the car 
with drag racing trophies sitting on the hood 
and the decklid.” The ’59 was a winner at the 
dragstrip, but wasn’t as dominant when the 
’60 Corvette fuelies came out. So, Michael 
said his father explained how he and his 
brother simply went to the Chevy dealer and 
bought the improved ’60 model fuel-injection 
unit. Suddenly, he was competitive again and 
back on top. 

The ’59 was a piece of family history from 
long ago and far away that intrigued Michael, 
who was born in 1967. His father had “a bar- 
rage of cars: a ’57 Chevy, a ’58 Chevy, a ’65 
GTO. Dad was from a little town called Cam- 
pobello, which is just north of Spartanburg, 


S.C. He moved back there, from California, in 
the early 1960s and took the Vette with him.” 

Soon, the ’59 Vette was well known around 
the area. Harold kept the car pretty much 
stock. In 1963, Pontiac introduced the Grand 
Prix and Harold “had to have one.” He traded 
in his ’59 Vette. One of Harold’s childhood 
friends, Carroll Johnson, hustled down to the 
dealership to purchase the ’59 Vette. Johnson 
replaced the fuel-injection unit with a four-bar- 
rel carburetor and painted the Vette blue. He 
traded the chromed wheels for a set of alumi- 
num mags. 

Johnson drove the car for 5-6 years in 
the area and took it with him on a move to 
Atlanta. There, the car suffered front-end dam- 
age. When Johnson returned to Campobello in 
1 969, many potential buyers kept stopping by 
trying to buy the Vette. So, Johnson pulled the 
car into a barn on his parent’s farm and even- 
tually virtually entombed the classic Vette to 
keep prospective buyers away. 
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Michael Prince told us, “Everybody knew 
this fellow had bought It from the dealership 
after my dad had traded it in, and boarded it 
up inside a barn. It was not unknown, but it 
was certainly unseen.” When his parents died, 
Carroll Johnson and his brother moved into 
the old home place on the farm. His brother 
died earlier and Carroll died in 2013, leaving 
21 cars and all his possessions, including the 
Vette. He had no family and no will. His cousin 
liquidated the estate. 

The cars and estate attracted a lot of atten- 
tion. Michael Prince wanted the Vette and 
teamed up with his brother David and uncle to 
bid on a lot of 1 2 vehicles that included the ’59 
Vette. Corvette enthusiasts in the area did not 
know the ’59 was a fuelie. Bidders could “take 
a peek” at the old Vette through a door in the 
barn, but they could not actually get into the 
space to touch the car and really check it out. 

Michael’s dad died three years earlier. He 
had “wished to get it back,” and had asked 
Carroll about buying it. However, Carroll was 
a buyer and never a seller and Michael said 
Johnson “wouldn’t talk to him [his Dad] either, 
about the car.” It was with high anticipation 
that Harold’s son, Michael, cut down the trees 
to clear a path and then tore down the walls to 
reveal the Vette he’d dreamed of all his life. 

“Neighbors and people who had heard 
about the car for all their lives came out to 
see. I think that they were almost as excited 
as I was to see that the car actually did exist.” 
Michael was surprised by how much the Vette 
had degraded, from “the years sitting in a dirt 
floor barn as the home to squirrels, ’coons, 
and field mice.” I wondered about the fuel- 
injection unit. Yes, Michael found the fuel-injec- 
tion unit in an adjacent room in the same barn, 
where he also found the tach-drive distributor. 

Another surprise was the original engine 
was not in the car. Michael and his uncle Jerry 
hunted through multiple barns on the 60 acres 
for the 283. He could not find the engine until 
later when his uncle talked to “this old fellow 
named Cooter,” who was close friends with 
Carroll. Cooter led them to the matching-num- 
bers engine in another barn on the property. 
The ’59 has both tops, a Wonderbar radio, 
and came from the factory in St. Louis with the 
290-horse fuel-injected 283. “I’m pretty sure it 
has Positraction, too,” Michael said. 

He plans a complete restoration, but just 
got the car. One more mystery remains. As 
of this writing the next thing he plans to do 
is get the trunk open. Legend has it that 
Johnson rounded up N.O.S. parts to fix 
the front end and those components are 
supposedly in the trunk, vehe 



Prince took down the inner walls to reveal the Vette. 


The engine was originally fuel 
injected, swapped out years ago 
for a four-barrel carburetor. 
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SCREAMING YELLOW DROP-TOP 

WHO: Mike 

WHERE: Mystery, USA 
WHAT: 1990 Convertible 

When you say 1990 Corvette most people start thinking ZR-1 , but the 
other Vettes churned out that year were pretty cool as well. One exam- 
ple is Mike’s drop-top base model, and it turns out that the yellow hue is 
fairly rare. Of all the Corvettes made that year only 278 were Competition 
Yellow and only 107 of those were convertibles. Of those 107 convert- 
ibles 90 were used as Indy 500 festival rides, so that means Mike has a 1 
of 1 7 “average Joe” yellow drop-top. GM discontinued yellow code 53 in 
May 1 990 due to a pigment photosensitivity issue that caused the paint 
to temporarily darken after exposure to sunlight. Which is too bad since it 
sure looks good on Mike’s ride. 



PRIDE AND JOY 

WHO: Shannon Love 
WHERE: Virginia 
WHAT: 1976 stingray 

Shannon Love, for lack of a better word, loves her 1976 Corvette Sting- 
ray. Over the years she has fully restored her four-speed manual Vette 
from the ground up. A new Chevrolet 350 small-block crate engine, 

MSD ignition, and long-tube headers (ending in Hooker side pipes) really 
help the performance while BFG radials wrapped around classic Cragar 
S/S wheels add a bit of style. As Shannon told us, “I’ve put a lot into this 
car and it’s my pride and joy.” We certainly see why. 



NUMBER 8 

WHO: Richard Heck 
WHERE: Marietta, Georgia 
WHAT: 1999 FRC 

Most of us would be happy to have had one Vette, but Richard Heck 
is on number eight. “With four Vettes in our inventory, my wife and I 
had decided that we wanted our next one to be yellow, and to do that 
we knocked our collection back down to just two. I came across this 
one while selling one of our C3s and eventually convinced my wife that 
it was what we had been looking for,” recalled Richard. Using cash 
from the C3 sale, along with the proceeds from selling a high-mileage 
’99, the couple scooped up the Velocity Yellow Z51 -equipped 3LT C6. 
Immediately, the couple started personalizing the six-speed automatic 
Vette. The black wheels were ditched in favor of chrome Z06 rollers and 
they added a smoked roof panel and GT2 hood stripe. Under the hood is a 430hp LS3 with Dual-Mode exhaust and a VaraRam intake for a 
few extra ponies. Later, Richard added a Z06 spoiler, taillight covers, and a host of other small touches. As Richard relayed, “All told, we have 
added over 20 custom features to the car and are enjoying the attention that it gets at shows and in our travels.” 


/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////^^^^ 

^SHOW US YOUR VETTIE! Just send a high-resolution image(s) (1 -2MB) of your car, a brief description, and whatever else you’d like to 
Vette Magazine, c/o Readers’ Rides, 1733 Alton Parkway, Suite 100, Irvine, CA 92606. You can also email the information to vette@enthusiastnetwork. 
com with “Rides” in the subject line. So what are you waiting for? 
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SPEC-BUILT 




Kwik-lift packages start at just $1049! 


Danny Johnson and Kwik-lift are back! 

You remember the top 10 reasons to own a Kwik-lift, right? | 
(hint - safety, safety, safety, safety, safety... 

KWIK- 



+ 918-258-8492 * 


The perfect carlift for 
your home garage or 
commercial shop. 
1-800-961 -LIFT 
www.kwik-lift.com 





ALWAYS HAND 
CRARED 

NEVER 

MASS PRODUCED 


CORVEHE -TR[-5 -'NOV^ CAMARO : CH EVELLE^RUCKS^Our Radiators and Core Suports 
SpecializeTrf Makm ^Cust bm Ra diato i^*^^**^ Are Bolt-ln Replacement 

Autora(lradiatorsx'omv7'70-983-1345 jim@autoradradiators.com 





7 DIFFERENT 
SINGLE Disc STAGES 

supporting att powortevots and 
dnvabiUty requirements 


HIGH CLAMP LOAD 
PRESSURE PLATE 

Aw a more communicative 
and positive fee! 


INFINITEL YREBUILDABLE 
BILLET ALUMINUM FLYWHEEL 

Viis iightweight fiywheei fuoduces 
tremendous throttie re^tense and 
power gains from off~idie to redline 





SHiFTTOAHteHeRSTANDlAitO. 

f b SPECCLUTCH.CaM 






•S3-B2 CORVEm CHASSIS 




Bolls to factory holes 
* Can be installed at home 
with basic tools in a 

Made in U.SA 
www.ji/nmeyerracing.cm * B-maH: iim®jftnmeyeffacing,com 


JlmMsyer 


j^Bx^a^jjam^BasSBi 


Tech Une: 541-S34-T7t7 
Order Une: 1-890-824-17S2 
2?as SI. 2Sfa * Uacofn City, Oft 9736T 


Superior Sieerlug, 
Stopping & Handling 


* Disc brakes, R/P steering 
* Direct replacement 
* Optional anti sway bars 
* Core support, engine 
trans, body & bumper mounts 
in their stock iocations 

W 53 -B 2 Bait-in iFS 


Long Island Corvette Supply Inc 


1 445 Strong Ave S, Copiaque NY 11726 1-800-466-636 7 

[The 63-67 Corvette Parts Source | 


parts in stock 
quick shipping 



www.licorvette.com 

mail@licorvette.com 


Download/View The 63-67 Parts Catalog Online 
Website: www.licorvette.com 
online ordering - photos - schematics 


Buying Smart Starts Here 

autemotive.com* 

Reviews + Research + 

Pricing Tools + Much More... 




ROUND TUBE FRAMES 
for 53-82 Corvettes 



- Excel fenc ride and handling 

- Accepts 84-pres Vette suspension 

- Numerous packages and options 

Also dvailablc Chcv}| end CHKlom applicdtienK 

SRiU Motorsports !nc. 

B 15-468-4 7 33 
sn/zmotorsports. com 



T!REO OF FRAME FLEX IN YOUR 
C4 CORVETTE OAUSiNO BOOY 
RATTLEis^ Cowl Flex 
AND TORSIONAL STEERING SHAKE? 




1 'HYV I 

K t 
U # !> 


if ^ 

7'T 


TIGHTEN IT UP 
WITH TH^ 
C4 NO FLEX 


FiIWD U 5 at 

VETTED VETTE COM 
OR 

SJS-673-6-20O 
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VETTE 


SWAG 


TODAW 


OFFICIALLY LICENSED 
VEHE MERCHANDISE 
NOW AVAILABLE! 

Choose from T-shirts, camp shirts, 
performance piques, low-profile twill 
visors, insulated beverage holders, 
and more on the way. 



musclecarmagswag.com or 
1/ETTEweb.com (click on “shop”) 
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Kit #999032 Showk$745 






K-^ t 

Btoo^ ymw.t©rg 0 so[ii] 




^2014 




Borgeson Universal Co. 
91 Technology Park Dr. 
Torrington, CT 06790 
860«482*8283 ! 









MusIcecBon 
Corvette Parts 


BRAKE 


NEWWilwood Performance 
D8-4 Calipers 


Fits 1965-82 Corvettes 

• Forged Aluminum | 

• Stainless Pistons 

• Direct Bolt-On 

•Fits Under Stock Wheels 

• Takes Stock Pads & Rotor 

• Includes Pads & Floses 



$499 Per Axle Set 


Front End Super Kit 

Same heavy duty parts as our standard kit above, plus two 
innertie rod ends and our performance idler arm. The idler 
arm holds the steering with spring-loaded bearings. 

• 2 Upper Ball Joints • 2 Lower Ball Joints 

• 4 Upper 'A' Arm Bushings • 4 Lower 'A' Arm Bushings 

• 2 Outer Tie Rod Ends • 2 Inner Tie Rod Ends 

• 2 Stabilizer Links •Idler Arm 


only*199®® 

Above kit with optional 
urethane bushings 
Only $269 PBR Kit-3 


|PBR-Kit4| 




We are the 
hard part guys 

Corvette Brake and Suspension Specialist 


1967-82 Stainless Steel Super Kit 

Our complete "Bolt on Brake Job" 

Restore your brakes to better than new condition! The Super 
Kit contains all the components listed below plus much morel 
Every caliper is high-pressure nitrogen tested on our special 
flaw detection equipment. 

• New Master Cylinder 

• 4 Stainless Steel Sleeved Calipers with limited lifetime warranty 

• 2 Quarts Silicone Brake Fluid 

• 2 Rear Stainless Steel Caliper Lines 

• 4 New Rubber Brake Floses 

• New Copper Inlet Washers 

• Brakeline Clips 


only $409 

Exchange, with Rebuildable Cores 



1963-82 Corvette Composite Springs 

• Stress Type Design with Tapered Width Thickness 
•Registered and Serial #'s • Includes All Mounting Flardware 

• Better Perfomance • TRW Design 


Only 

$309 



www.muskegonbrake.com | (231) 733-0874 Tech Line | Toll Free 800-442-0335 
848 E. Broadway, Muskegon | Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm (EST) | All major credit cards accepted. UPS COD 


America’s Favorite Corvette Magazine 







hen Harley Earl’s little white 
Corvette debuted at the 
1 953 GM Motorama in Jan- 
uary 1 953, it was so hot 
Chevrolet just had to start 
making Corvettes. Produo- 
tion started in June 1 953 and unfortunately 
for buyers, the car was still being developed 
as they were being produced. Word quickly 
got out that the car’s delivery wasn’t up to its 
looks and sales quickly tanked. 

Fortunately, the Corvette had two angels: 
Chevrolet General Manager Ed Cole and rac- 
ing fanatic/engineer Zora Arkus-Duntov. With 
the all-new small-block Chevy engine coming 
online in 1955, the Corvette was given a sec- 
ond chance. The 265 SBC gave the ’55 Cor- 
vette extra grunt and the car was graced with 
an all-new body for ’56, almost as a way of 
throwing off any negativity from the first three 
years. Visually, the ’56-’57 Corvette was per- 
fect— not over or underdone— an instant clas- 
sic that still looks great. So when the ’58 Cor- 
vette was released, it was a shock that the car 
went through another major facelifti Automo- 
tive journalists were not impressed. 

The immediate impression was, “it’s BIGI” 
Indeed it was, but only by 9 inches in length 
and 2.3 inches in width. The impression of 
“big” came from the extra set of headlights 
and massive front and rear bumpers. Ever 
since “styling” was introduced, Detroit design- 
ers have followed trends. Chrysler was the first 
Detroit carmaker to introduce quad headlights 
in 1957, therefore, it was deemed that all ’58 
GM cars would have quad headlights, and the 
Corvette was to be no exception. Besides the 
obvious, the car seemed “over festooned” with 
fake and unnecessary gimmicks that included 
simulated front air intakes under the lights, a 
non-functional louvered hood, side cove vents 
with spears, and unnecessary metal bands 



on the trunk. While the bumpers were seri- 
ously enlarged, they were now attached to the 
frame instead of the body. The restyled Cor- 
vette weighed nearly 200 pounds more than 
its predecessor. However, that doesn’t mean it 
wasn’t a better car, and here’s why. 

While the chassis, drivetrain, and suspen- 
sion was all carryover, the ’58 Corvette was 
much stiffen In 1 956, engineers started add- 
ing aluminum bracing to the body and by 1 958 
the car had a complete cowl support struc- 
ture. Duntov’s major complaint about the Cor- 
vette when he started working on them was 
the flimsy frame. A stiffer car allows the sus- 
pension to work better. The design was fine 
on a steel-body car, but inadequate for a fiber- 
glass car. Under the hood, the base 283 
engine picked up 1 0 horsepower for a total of 
230 hp and the top dog fuelie went from 283 
hp to 290 hp thanks to minor improvements 
in fuel metering, injector nozzles, and revised 
cold-air induction ducts. 

The dash, unchanged since 1953, got 
a much-needed upgrade. Duntov correctly 
assessed that the main instruments were not 



in the driver’s line of sight. The new dash had 
a center pod with the speedometer, tachom- 
eter, and four gauges, with a grab bar on the 
passenger side. Other controls were located in 
a center console below the dash. The bucket 
seats were redesigned, but still offered no lat- 
eral support, a source of constant complaints. 
Door panels were restyled and seatbelts were 
now standard. The steering wheel and shifter 
were carryover items from ’56-’57. 

Despite the critics and the $41 5 price hike 
to $3,591, there was 31 -percent increase in 
sales from 6,339 in 1957 to 9,163 in 1958. 

The RPO 684 “racer kit” suspension option 
went from 51 units in 1957 to 144 units in 
1 958 because word was getting out that the 
new RPO 684 Corvette with the fuelie was a 
killer on the racetrack. Corvettes finished 1 st 
and 2nd in GT and 1st in 5000 GT at Sebring. 
The Nickey Chevrolet-sponsored “Purple Peo- 
ple Eater” won two national championships in 
1958 and 1959. Interestingly, a loaded-for-bear 
’58 Corvette racer cost around $5,100, the 
same as a maxed out street fuelie with all the 
extra amenities. 

The Cl had one more facelift in 1961 , but 
from 1958 on sales just kept climbing. By the 
end of the Cl ’s run in 1962, sales hit a high of 
14,531 . That’s more than was sold in 2013. I’d 
say they got it right! vette 
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REQUEST A 


CATALOG 


SHIPPIIXIG 

01X1 WEB SALES 
OVER $150 


Whether you need parts for a 

restoration or just regular service parts 

Volunteer Vette can help. Check us out on line or give 

us a call for our newest catalog today. If you can't find it on line or in 

the catalog, just call and ask.. .that's what we are here for. Celebrating 

of supplying high guality parts and advice to Corvette owners everywh 








MSCUm 

H U C T I O N S 



THE 1958 FUELIE 

CORVETTE COLLECTION 


TO BE FEATURED AT 

DANA MECOM’S // 2,000 VEHICLES lyriV 

28rh ORIGINAL SPRING CLASSIC lllUl 

Indiana State Faitgrounds - Indianapolis, Indiana 

MAY 12-17, 2015 

REGISTER TO RID TODAY 

THE EXPERIENCE BEGINS AT MEGUM.GOM 

Foe Complete Auction Consignment or Bidtiing Information go to Mecum,com or cali 262-275-5050 


IN License ttACSOBOOOB 


^NBO^ 


